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ABS LABOUR FORCE SURVEY
NSW RESULTS FOR OCTOBER 2018

Key Figures (Trend series)

	
	NSW
	Australia

	Indicator
	October
 2018
	Change from previous month
	October 2018
	Change from previous month

	Employment (‘000)
	4,054.2
	0.3%
	12,665.8
	0.2%

	Unemployment (‘000)
	194.0
	-0.7%
	680.3
	-1.1%

	Unemployment rate (%)
	4.6
	no change
	5.1
	-0.1 of a % point

	Participation rate (%)
	65.2
	[bookmark: _GoBack]+0.1 of a % point
	65.6
	no change
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Trend (smoothed seasonally adjusted) figures

The ABS estimate of employment in NSW rose by 10,400 in October and was 136,100 or 3.5 per cent higher than in the same month in 2017.  Employment growth for Australia over the year to October was 2.3 per cent.

Full-time employment rose by 5400 in October which was a little above the average monthly rise in the calendar year to date of 4800 (but below the average of 11,700 for the corresponding period in 2017).  It rose by 57,500 or 2.1 per cent over the year.  Part-time employment rose by 5000 in October but over the year rose more than full-time employment (78,600 or 6.7 per cent.  It accounted for 58 per cent of the annual rise in total NSW employment. 

The estimate of total hours worked in NSW in October was 2.6 per cent higher than in the corresponding month in 2017.  The estimated proportion of the population aged 15 years or over in employment was a record 62.2 per cent and compared with 61.0 per cent in October 2017.  (From December 2017 onwards it has exceeded the previous peak of 61.2 in April 2008.) 

The NSW unemployment estimate fell by 1300 in October to 194,000, with the annual decline being 1000 or 0.5 per cent.  The unemployment rate in NSW remained steady at 4.6 per cent (with the September figure having been revised upwards from 4.5 per cent).  It is marginally above the rate of 4.5 per cent in early 2008 but lower than a year ago when it was 4.7 per cent.

The NSW estimated labour force participation rate rose slightly in October to reach 65.2 per cent and is again a record high. The rate was 64.1 per cent a year earlier.  The female participation rate is also again a record high having increased slightly in October to 60.4 per cent and by 1.7 percentage points over the year.  The male participation rate was 70.1 per cent for the eight successive month (following some revisions to earlier data).  It was 69.7 per cent in October 2017.  The peak rate was 79.8 per cent at the start of the data series in February 1978.  

NSW accounted for 41 per cent of national employment growth in October but its share of growth in full-time employment was 24 per cent.  It had a 17 per cent share of the fall in unemployment, with the labour force participation rate having risen whereas the rate was steady for Australia.  

The table on the next page includes some (unsmoothed) seasonally adjusted data.  Such estimates are more volatile than trend data.  The data is for September.


Regional labour market data (12 month averages)

Unlike the trend estimates cited above, the regional estimates in Table 2 are 12-month averages and consequently changes in underlying movements appear with a six month lag.  Please also note that regional estimates, especially for the smaller regions, can be imprecise and movements may be exaggerated despite the use of 12-month averages.

Employment rose by 3.5 per cent in Sydney and by 3.6 per cent in the balance of NSW over the year to September.  The level of unemployment fell by 4.0 per cent in Sydney and rose by 9.2 per cent in the balance of NSW while the rise in the labour force participation rate was lower in Sydney (0.8 of a percentage point) than in the balance of NSW (1.7 percentage points).

Over the year to September, the unemployment rate in Sydney fell from 4.7 per cent to 4.4 per cent, with the estimated rate falling in 10 of the 15 regions.  In the balance of NSW the unemployment rate increased from 5.3 per cent to 5.6 per cent, with the estimated rate falling in four of the 13 regions (the rate was unchanged in one region).  Three non-Sydney regions – Far West and Orana, Illawarra, and Mid North Coast – each had an average unemployment rate for the year ended September that was lower than the NSW rate of 4.8 per cent while the Richmond Tweed Region rate was the same as the state average.

Estimated unemployment rates for NSW regions ranged from 2.8 per cent (Baulkham Hills and Hawkesbury and Sutherland) to 8.9 per cent (Coffs Harbour - Grafton).  The regions within Sydney with the highest unemployment rates include South West (6.2 per cent) and Parramatta (6.0 per cent).  Labour force participation rates (the proportions of people aged 15 and over who were either employed or unemployed) ranged from 48.1 per cent (Southern Highlands and Shoalhaven) to 76.1 per cent (Baulkham Hills and Hawkesbury).  There was a substantial annual rise in the estimated labour force participation rate in Southern Highlands and Shoalha``ven.  However, the September 2017 estimate seems likely to, at least in part, have been a statistical anomaly arising from sampling variability.  

[image: ]


2


____________________________________________________________________________________________
NSW Labour Economics Office, Department of Jobs and Small Business

	____________________________________________________________________________________________
NSW Labour Economics Office, Department of Jobs and Small Business
Table 2     Regional Labour Force Data (SA4 Geography)   Year to September 2018
Original (non-seasonally adjusted) figures averaged over twelve months.  Minor inconsistencies may be evident due to rounding of estimates.
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Source:  ABS Labour Force Survey.  Data refers to residents.  TAKE CARE: Data for small regions can be very imprecise and movements may be exaggerated.
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LABOUR FORCE STATISTICS for October 2018

                              Trend (smoothed seasonally adjusted)*     Seasonally Adjusted

Oct-18 Month Year Oct-18 Monthly change

NSW (000s) % (000s) % (000s) %

Persons

Employed (000s) 4054.2 10.4 0.3 136.1 3.5 4061.0 16.3 0.4

 -- Full-time 2805.3 5.4 0.2 57.5 2.1 2806.9 13.3 0.5

 -- Part-time 1248.9 5.0 0.4 78.6 6.7 1254.1 3.0 0.2

Unemployed (000s) 194.0 -1.3 -0.7 -1.0 -0.5 189.1 3.7 2.0

Unemployment rate (%) 4.6 0.0% points -0.1% points 4.4 0.0% points

Participation rate (%) 65.2 0.1% points 1.1% points 65.2 0.2% points

September figures for:  

  LTU (000s)** 51.1   0.9 1.8 1.9 3.9

  LTU share of Une. (%)      25.5 0.5 % points 0.8 % points

  15-19 yrs Une. rate (%) 14.5 0.0 % points -1.5 % points

  20-24 yrs Une. rate (%) 7.8 0.0 % points -1.2 % points

     Males

     Employed (000s) 2140.2 3.1 0.1 54.2 2.6

      -- Full-time 1744.7 1.0 0.1 28.0 1.6

      -- Part-time 395.5 2.1 0.5 26.2 7.1

     Unemployed (000s) 103.7 -0.4 -0.4 -3.6 -3.4

     Unemployment rate (%) 4.6 0.0% points -0.3% points

     Participation rate (%) 70.1 0.0% points 0.4% points

     Females

     Employed (000s) 1914.0 4.3 0.2 81.9 4.5

      -- Full-time 1060.6 4.4 0.4 29.5 2.9

      -- Part-time 853.4 2.9 0.3 52.4 6.5

     Unemployed (000s) 90.3 -0.9 -1.0 2.6 3.0

     Unemployment rate (%) 4.5 -0.1% points -0.1% points

     Participation rate (%) 60.4 0.1% points 1.7% points

ACT

Persons

Employed (000s) 227.2 -0.4 -0.2 -2.4 -1.0

 -- Full-time 163.5 -0.4 -0.2 -3.1 -1.9

 -- Part-time 63.7 0.0 0.0 0.7 1.1

Unemployed (000s) 8.6 0.0 0.0 -1.0 -10.4

Unemployment rate (%) 3.7 0.0% points -0.3% points

Participation rate (%) 70.1 -0.2% points -2.2% points

AUSTRALIA

Persons

Employed (000s) 12665.8 25.4 0.2 285.8 2.3 12671.5 32.8 0.3

 -- Full-time 8681.2 22.9 0.3 202.4 2.4 8703.7 42.3 0.5

 -- Part-time 3984.6 2.5 0.1 83.4 2.1 3967.8 -9.5 -0.2

Unemployed (000s) 680.3 -7.6 -1.1 -37.1 -5.2 672.1 4.6 0.7

Unemployment rate (%) 5.1 -0.1% points -0.4% points 5.0 0.0% points

 -- 15-24 yrs Une. rate (%) 11.2 0.0% points -1.2% points 11.3 -0.1% points

Participation rate (%) 65.6 0.0% points 0.2% points 65.6 0.1% points

Due to the volatility of the seasonally adjusted series, only major variables are included here.

*    The LTU and youth unemployment figures are 12 month averages of original data.

**  Persons continuously unemployed for at least 52 weeks.

Minor inconsistencies may be evident due to rounding of estimates.

Change from previous
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       EMPLOYMENT (000s)  UNEMPLOYMENT (000s)  UE RATE PARTICIPATION

REGION Previous Current Previous Current Previous Current Previous Current Current

Year Year Change Year Year Change Year Year Year Year Year

NSW 3,848.7 3,983.7 135.0 199.0 200.1 1.1 4.9% 4.8% 63.6% 64.7% 10.2%

SYDNEY 2,618.4 2,709.6 91.2 129.8 124.6 -5.2 4.7% 4.4% 66.2% 67.0% 9.6%

Baulkham Hills and Hawkesbury 131.1 141.9 10.8 5.2 4.0 -1.2 3.9% 2.8% 72.3% 76.1% 4.9%

Blacktown 172.3 184.7 12.4 10.8 9.9 -0.9 5.9% 5.1% 66.4% 68.9% 10.2%

Central Coast 164.7 170.0 5.3 11.2 10.5 -0.7 6.4% 5.8% 64.1% 65.1% 15.5%

City and Inner South 219.1 231.3 12.2 11.4 9.7 -1.7 4.9% 4.0% 73.6% 74.1% 7.9%

Eastern Suburbs 166.2 169.3 3.1 3.8 5.1 1.3 2.3% 2.9% 69.7% 70.7% 9.2%

Inner South West 280.4 289.7 9.3 15.8 16.9 1.1 5.3% 5.5% 60.0% 61.0% 10.0%

Inner West 182.1 183.8 1.7 8.5 8.5 0.0 4.5% 4.4% 72.3% 71.5% 12.2%

North Sydney and Hornsby 224.3 239.5 15.2 9.4 9.0 -0.4 4.0% 3.6% 66.7% 69.8% 7.1%

Northern Beaches 153.1 148.5 -4.6 3.4 4.8 1.4 2.2% 3.2% 72.4% 70.0% 10.8%

Outer South West 130.9 139.5 8.6 7.9 5.9 -2.0 5.7% 4.0% 65.2% 66.7% 9.6%

Outer West and Blue Mountains 157.9 166.5 8.7 7.1 5.9 -1.2 4.3% 3.4% 65.5% 67.5% 6.6%

Parramatta 228.7 226.9 -1.8 13.4 14.4 1.0 5.5% 6.0% 63.3% 61.7% 11.3%

Ryde 97.2 106.8 9.6 5.4 3.9 -1.5 5.2% 3.5% 64.0% 67.7% 6.2%

South West 186.4 190.7 4.4 12.7 12.7 0.0 6.4% 6.2% 58.6% 58.3% 12.2%

Sutherland 124.0 120.3 -3.6 3.8 3.4 -0.4 3.0% 2.8% 70.0% 67.6% 4.9%

104.5 109.5 5.0 104.5 109.5 10445.4% 10949.2% 10445.4% 10949.2% 11.5%

BALANCE OF NSW 1,230.3 1,274.1 43.8 69.2 75.5 6.3 5.3% 5.6% 58.7% 60.4% 11.5%

0.0

Capital Region 104.5 109.5 5.0 5.6 5.8 0.2 5.1% 5.0% 59.6% 61.8% 8.1%

Central West 104.0 101.3 -2.8 4.9 5.8 1.0 4.5% 5.4% 64.4% 62.8% 7.3%

Coffs Harbour - Grafton 56.6 61.3 4.6 5.1 6.0 0.9 8.3% 8.9% 53.8% 58.2% 23.4%

Far West and Orana 58.8 57.2 -1.6 1.9 1.7 -0.2 3.1% 2.9% 65.2% 63.3% 4.7%

Hunter Valley excl Newcastle 127.1 136.0 9.0 6.1 7.9 1.8 4.6% 5.5% 62.1% 66.2% 13.2%

Illawarra 141.7 146.2 4.4 8.1 6.8 -1.3 5.4% 4.5% 60.0% 60.6% 11.5%

Mid North Coast 92.6 92.7 0.1 5.3 4.4 -1.0 5.4% 4.5% 54.0% 53.0% 11.1%

Murray 47.0 50.8 3.8 3.4 4.7 1.3 6.7% 8.4% 52.5% 57.4% 18.2%

New England and North West 78.7 82.0 3.2 5.4 6.0 0.7 6.4% 6.9% 56.5% 58.8% 17.2%

Newcastle and Lake Macquarie 184.0 183.0 -1.1 10.7 11.2 0.4 5.5% 5.7% 64.0% 63.4% 10.6%

Richmond - Tweed 105.8 116.8 11.0 5.5 6.0 0.6 4.9% 4.9% 54.5% 59.4% 8.4%

Riverina 79.0 80.6 1.5 3.7 4.9 1.2 4.5% 5.7% 65.0% 66.6% 14.8%

Southern Highlands and Shoalhaven 50.3 56.9 6.5 3.6 4.4 0.7 6.7% 7.1% 43.1% 48.1% 10.1%

0.0

ACT 222.3 229.5 7.2 9.3 9.1 -0.2 4.0% 3.8% 70.7% 71.5% 9.5%

0.0

0.0

AUSTRALIA 12,166.3 12,523.4 357.1 729.9 715.3 -14.5 5.7% 5.4% 65.0% 65.6% 12.0%

YOUTH (15-24) 

UE RATE
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