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Summary of the May 2017 ABS Labour Force Figures
The tables and charts in this summary are based primarily on trend data from the ABS Labour Force Survey.
  Trend data form the most meaningful series for tracking changes in the labour market over time.
  Seasonally adjusted data, which are usually given greater prominence by the media, are also included in some tables.  Seasonally adjusted data are useful in analysing the current month’s figures and month-to-month changes.

The following table sets out the major movements in employment, unemployment and the unemployment rate in Queensland.
	Key Labour Force Statistics for Queensland, May 2017

	 
	Trend
	Seasonally Adjusted

	
	May-17
	Change on 
previous
month
	May-17
	Change on 
previous
month

	Employment (‘000s)
	2,383.6
	5.9
	2,390.2
	5.5

	      Full time (‘000s)
	1,636.0
	3.6
	1,634.8
	-11.2

	      Part time (‘000s)
	747.6
	2.3
	755.4
	16.7

	Unemployment (‘000s)
	159.8
	-0.6
	156.1
	-3.9

	Unemployment rate (%)
	6.3
	0.0 pts
	6.1
	-0.2 pts

	Participation rate (%)
	64.7
	0.1 pts
	64.8
	0.0 pts


The trend number of persons employed in Queensland in May 2017 was 2,383,600 - an increase of 5,900 persons over the previous month’s revised level.  Full time employment rose by 3,600 to 1,636,000 while part time employment rose by 2,300 to 747,600.
The number of unemployed persons in the State was 159,800 in trend terms in May 2017.  This was 600 less than in the previous month.
Queensland’s trend unemployment rate for May 2017 was 6.3%, which was the same (after rounding) as the previous month’s revised figure.
The labour force participation rate in the State was 64.7% in trend terms in May 2017.  This was 0.1 percentage points higher than it was in the previous month.
TREND ANNUAL CHANGES – QUEENSLAND AND AUSTRALIA
	Annual Change in Trend Labour Force Statistics, Queensland and Australia

	 
	Queensland
	Australia

	
	May-17
	Annual Change
	May-17
	Annual Change

	
	
	Number
	Percent
	
	Number
	Percent

	Employed ('000s)
	2,383.6
	31.1
	1.3%
	12,122.1
	194.2
	1.6%

	     Full time ('000s)
	1,636.0
	1.8
	0.1%
	8,258.5
	98.8
	1.2%

	     Part time ('000s)
	747.6
	29.3
	4.1%
	3,863.6
	95.3
	2.5%

	Unemployed ('000s)
	159.8
	1.6
	1.0%
	729.2
	5.6
	0.8%

	Labour Force ('000s)
	2,543.4
	32.7
	1.3%
	12,851.3
	199.7
	1.6%

	Unemployment Rate (%)
	6.3
	0.0 pts
	n/a
	5.7
	0.0 pts
	n/a

	Participation Rate (%)
	64.7
	-0.2 pts
	n/a
	64.8
	0.0 pts
	n/a


SEASONALLY ADJUSTED AND TREND MONTHLY CHANGES – QUEENSLAND

	Labour Force Statistics and Monthly Change by Sex, Queensland (Trend and Seasonally Adjusted)

	 
	Trend
	Seasonally Adjusted

	
	May-17
	Monthly Change
	May-17
	Monthly Change

	
	
	Number
	Percent
	
	Number
	Percent

	Males
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Employed ('000s)
	1,259.5
	3.8
	0.3%
	1,266.6
	4.8
	0.4%

	     Full time ('000s)
	1,027.6
	2.3
	0.2%
	1,033.9
	0.3
	0.0%

	     Part time ('000s)
	231.9
	1.5
	0.7%
	232.7
	4.5
	2.0%

	Unemployed ('000s)
	86.3
	-0.1
	-0.1%
	86.3
	0.9
	1.1%

	Labour Force ('000s)
	1,345.8
	3.8
	0.3%
	1,352.9
	5.7
	0.4%

	Unemployment Rate (%)
	6.4
	0.0 pts
	n/a
	6.4
	0.0 pts
	n/a

	Participation Rate (%)
	69.8
	0.1 pts
	n/a
	70.1
	0.2 pts
	n/a

	Females
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	Employed ('000s)
	1,124.1
	2.1
	0.2%
	1,123.6
	0.7
	0.1%

	     Full time ('000s)
	608.4
	1.3
	0.2%
	600.9
	-11.5
	-1.9%

	     Part time ('000s)
	515.7
	0.8
	0.2%
	522.7
	12.2
	2.4%

	Unemployed ('000s)
	73.5
	-0.5
	-0.7%
	69.8
	-4.8
	-6.4%

	Labour Force ('000s)
	1,197.6
	1.5
	0.1%
	1,193.4
	-4.1
	-0.3%

	Unemployment Rate (%)
	6.1
	-0.1 pts
	n/a
	5.8
	-0.4 pts
	n/a

	Participation Rate (%)
	59.9
	0.0 pts
	n/a
	59.6
	-0.3 pts
	n/a

	Persons
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	Employed ('000s)
	2,383.6
	5.9
	0.2%
	2,390.2
	5.5
	0.2%

	     Full time ('000s)
	1,636.0
	3.6
	0.2%
	1,634.8
	-11.2
	-0.7%

	     Part time ('000s)
	747.6
	2.3
	0.3%
	755.4
	16.7
	2.3%

	Unemployed ('000s)
	159.8
	-0.6
	-0.4%
	156.1
	-3.9
	-2.4%

	Labour Force ('000s)
	2,543.4
	5.3
	0.2%
	2,546.3
	1.6
	0.1%

	Unemployment Rate (%)
	6.3
	0.0 pts
	n/a
	6.1
	-0.2 pts
	n/a

	Participation Rate (%)
	64.7
	0.1 pts
	n/a
	64.8
	0.0 pts
	n/a
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�  Source:  Australian Bureau of Statistics, Labour Force, Australia, Spreadsheets (Cat no. 6202.0.55.001).





�  The ABS calculates its ‘Trend’ series labour force data by smoothing the seasonally adjusted series with a 13 term Henderson weighted moving average.  Smoothing minimises the irregular effects of sampling errors in the time series, which makes it easier to identify the underlying behaviour of the series over time.  (See the first of the following charts for a graphical comparison of seasonally adjusted and trend data.)
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[image: image17.png]Annual Employment Growth, Full Time, Part Time and Total, QLD (Trend)
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[image: image18.png]Annual Employment Growth, Queensland and Australia (Trend)

Queensland

====-Australia
35

Percent




[image: image19.png]Month to Month Employment Growth, Queensland and Australia (Trend)
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