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NSW/ACT Regional Labour Market Developments
January 2018 Update

This update focuses on September 2017 to January 2018 but is not a comprehensive coverage of NSW/ACT developments during that period.  It includes some material on projects that were approved and/or commenced prior to September 2017.

Earlier reports available on our web site cover some of the projects that are not cited here but which are underway or approaching implementation following earlier approval.  Note that some approved projects may not progress to implementation or may take a considerable period to do so.  


Australian information relevant to NSW regions
 
· Accor’s takeover of Mantra Group will create an entity with around 400 hotels and more than 54,000 rooms.  Fanchisor Choice will become the second largest hotel group in Australia with around 11,000 rooms. (Australian Financial Review, 22 January 2018)

· Increased affluence in China (which is the destination for over three quarters of Australia’s wool exports) and growing demand for natural fibres in athletic wear have helped wool prices rise 30 per cent in 2017, with Australian Wool Innovation expecting a further rise in 2018.  Australian wool production has been fairly stable since 2010 (Australian Financial Review, 19 January 2018) but the number of sheep has halved since the 1990s. (ABC Rural, 17 November 2017)

· Increased production of pork has led to large price decreases over the last year.  While the Chinese market is being targeted, significant volumes of export there are unlikely over the next few years. (Australian Financial Review, 15 January 2018)

· The proportion that foreign buyers comprise of off the plan sales of residential property is reported by some developers to have fallen substantially, reflecting both changes in stamp duty and other costs in Australia and Chinese Government controls on its residents investing overseas. (Australian Financial Review, 18 January 2018)  However, the NSW Treasury says that it hasn’t seen evidence of a decline.  NSW expects to collect $265 million in 2017-18 from the five per cent stamp duty surcharge imposed on foreign buyers of local real estate in July 2017. (Australian Financial Review, 12 January 2018)  

· The Australian Securities and Investment Commission (ASIC) has issued the first retail equity crowd funding licences following a 2017 legislative change giving retail investors access to higher risk offerings.  Individual retail investments are capped at $10,000. (Australian Financial Review, 12 January 2018)

· Superannuation fund property investor ISPT has begun a program of installing roof top solar collectors on up to 59 office and retail properties within its portfolio.  Stockland has the largest rollout of roof top solar panels by an Australian landlord, with 6.4 hectares of panels having been installed. (Australian Financial Review, 11 January 2018) 


· In December 2017 India placed a 30 per cent tariff on imported pulses, sparking concerns that the income of Australian farmers would be slashed.  The Federal Agriculture Minister will be visiting India to discuss the tariff.  Australia has a $2.7 billion agricultural trade surplus with India. (ABC Rural, 10 January 2018) 

· The Department of Industry, Science and Innovation has forecast that the value of export by the resources and energy sector will peak in 2017-18 at $214 billion and then drop to $200 billion in 2018-19 due to price falls more than offsetting production increases. (Australian Financial Review, 8 January 2018)

· The Australian Retailers Association’s Chief Executive has indicated that online sales will probably reach a peak of between 12 and 15 per cent of total retail sales within three years. (Australian Financial Review, 5 January 2018) 

· China is poised to overtake New Zealand as the largest source of tourists from overseas, with around half of Chinese visitors being on repeat visits.  Chinese visitor numbers rose 12 per cent in the year ended October though spending by Chinese visitors fell slightly, which has been attributed to a decline in group tour visitors. (Australian Financial Review, 2 January 2018 and 15 December 2017)

· The Australia Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Science estimates that the value of Australia's seafood production for 2017 was $3 billion, up 9 per cent on 2016. (ABC Rural, 29 December 2017)
 
· Bis Oxford Economics is forecasting that mining production growth will reach 5.5 percent in 2017-18 compared to a 2.5 per cent rise the year before. (Australian Financial Review, 11 December 2017)

· Department of Industry research indicates that nine per cent of Australian firms generate half of all net new jobs but that for most such firms this is a phase in their development that lasts around four years. (The Sydney Morning herald, 7 December 2019)

· Amazon commenced its Australian online based retail operations on 5 December 2017 though they currently exclude food and liquor products. (Australian Financial Review, 5 December 2017)
· National forecasts by the Australia Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Science for 2017-18 harvests include reductions of around 40 per cent for wheat and barley, 31 per cent for canola and 37 per cent for chickpeas. (ABC Rural, 5 December 2017)

· There has been a steady improvement in short-term (four months after degree completion) outcomes for graduates since a low point of 68.1 per cent in 2014, with the proportion being 71.8 per cent in 2017.  The median annual salary of undergraduates employed full-time in 2017 was $60,000.  This was $2100 higher than in 2016. (www.srcentre.com.au)

· In the AiGroup/National Constructors Association November 2017 Construction Outlook it is indicated that, nationally, turnover from all major construction work will continue to expand at a relatively solid rate of 6.8% in the 2018-19 financial year as public-sector capital works programs continue to support high levels of activity. (www.aigroup.com.au)
· Speciality Fashion Group - whose businesses include Katies, Rivers and City Chic - is closing 300 of 1019 stores. (Australian Financial Review, 22 November 2017)

· The National Australia Bank, which has around 35,000 employees, will cut 6,000 positions over three years, which is the largest decline announced by a local bank in recent years.  However, the bank will be boosting technology spending and creating 2,000 new positions requiring different capabilities and skills.  It has indicated a willingness to retrain suitable existing workers for the new positions.  The bank’s normal voluntary attrition staff level is around 3000 pa. (news.nab.com.au/transcript-of-2017-full-year-results-media-conference-nab-ceo-andrew-thorburn) The ANZ has reduced its number of full-time staff by 10 per cent in the last two years. (Australian Financial Review, 16 November 2017)

· The Advanced Manufacturing Centre in a recent report has indicated that, while the ABS shows there are around 900,000 workers in manufacturing nationally, when all the jobs that have been progressively outsourced over the years are included the figure rises to around 1.3 million.  It also noted that 99 per cent of manufacturing exports are made by just five per cent of firms.  Leading exporters include Cochlear (whose headquarters are at Macquarie University) and Quickstep (which manufactures complex composite parts and assemblies, including at a site at Bankstown airport). (Australian Financial Review, 2 November 2017 and 24 October 2017.  Also, www.choclear and www.quickstep.com.au)

· Seven West Media, which has a diverse range of media businesses, will be obtaining a further $25 million in annualised recurring cost savings from headcount reductions that will commence in 2018. (CEO and Managing Director address at the company’s 2017 AGM, 2 November 2017)

· In October the ABC launched the 2018 Heywire Trailblazers program for young regional leaders.  Trailblazers will have their story told on the ABC and attend the, five day, Trailblazers Lab in Canberra in February 2018.  The focus will be on empowering them to share their stories and build their professional networks and capacity. (ABC Rural, 23 October 2017) 	

· In its 19 October 2017 report on the National Disability Insurance Scheme, the Productivity Commission indicated that ”a significant challenge in the transition phase is developing the supply of disability services and growing the disability care workforce.  It is estimated that one in five new jobs over the next few years will need to be in disability care, but workforce growth remains way too slow.” (www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/completed/ndis-costs/report)

· Australia Post has introduced a new service called Slipster whereby after paying a subscription users receive free delivery of retail items purchased online from particular retailers where the normal shipping costs of an order are under $20 (as orders need to be within what a local postie can carry). (www.auspost.com.au/shipster and Australian Financial Review, 11 October 2017)

· The number of international students in Australia in the first half of 2017 was 15 per cent higher than a year earlier.  Education is Australia’s third largest export by value after iron ore. (Australian Financial Review, 9 October 2017)

· The CEO of the CSIRO says that SMEs now account for more than half of Australia’s Gross Domestic Product and employ around seven million people. (Australian Financial Review, 21 September 2017)

New South Wales information relevant for regions

· Amendments to the NSW Apprenticeship and Traineeship Act came into effect on 1 January 2018.  They include a requirement that employers and RTOs collaborate over the development and review of Training Plans and report the on-the-job progress of apprentices at regular intervals.  The system of trade recognition will be streamlined, with Training Services NSW giving applicants advice and directing them to an appropriate Smart and Skilled provider who will issue a verification of trade qualification. (www.industry.nsw.gov.au/media, 18 January 2018)

· In its mid-year budget update the NSW Government indicates that spending on projects like WestConnex and the Sydney Metro will boost economic growth by 0.5 per cent a year over the next two years as they have done in the past two years. (NSW Treasury web site.)

· Retailer Maggie T has entered administration.  Stores at St Ives, The Junction, Myer Sydney and Bowral have closed. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 6 January 2018 and www.maggiet.com.au)

· The NSW Government is seeking proposals from community groups to provide 1200 new homes for the second phase of its Social and Affordable Housing Fund.  As well as housing the program offers residents coordinated access to support tailored to their individual needs.  The successful applicants under phase 1 were BaptistCare NSW&ACT, Compass Housing Services P/L, SGHC Sustainability Ltd (formerly St George Community Housing), St Vincent de Paul Housing and Uniting (NSW, ACT). (Australian Financial Review, 19 October 2017 and https://www.facs.nsw.gov.au/reforms/social-housing/sahf, accessed January 2018)

· Over the past six years visitation from China to NSW has grown by 150 per cent – from 285,000 to more than 700,000 and the NSW Government has recently signed an agreement with a southern China company (GZL) that has around 400 travel agents to promote travel to NSW.  A Chinese mini-series called Butterflies Across the Sea will be filmed in Sydney in 2018.  In October a delegation of 21 NSW tourism operators travelled to China to showcase NSW to more than 150 travel trade representatives in Shanghai. (Destination NSW media releases, 6 December 2017 and 30 October 2017)
· Applications closed on 30 October 2017 for grants of up to $2 million under the NSW Government’s Business Accelerator Grants Program to support businesses and not-for-profit organisations that can provide new and innovative approaches to delivering outcomes for the state’s disability sector.  The two other elements of the NSW Government’s support to help businesses and organisations leverage the expected $6.8 billion investment in the NSW disability sector are business advisory services and the Aboriginal economic opportunities program. (www.industry.nsw.gov.au/business-and-industry-in-nsw/assistance-and-support/dssu)

· Using its Housing Acceleration Fund, the NSW Government will fund over $113 million of road upgrades in Sydney including Stage 1 of Campbelltown Road (Macarthur, $38 million), extending Bernera Road (Western Sydney, $11.4 million), upgrading Hambledon Road (North West, $26.9 million), upgrading Boundary Road and McCulloch Street (North West, $31.6 million), upgrading Spring Farm Parkway and Appin Road (South West, $5.3 million for planning and design). (www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News, 24 October 2017)

· The NSW Government has transferred the management of 14,000 social housing dwellings to community housing providers including Hume Community Housing Association, Compass Housing Services and Homes North Community Housing.  This will bring the number of such dwellings to 40,000 or 32 per cent of government housing. (Australian Financial Review, 18 October 2018)

NSW Budget: While some information on infrastructure expenditure from the NSW 2017-18 budget is included in this report, see our NSW budget 2017-18 summary for a more comprehensive coverage. http://lmip.gov.au/default.aspx?LMIP/Publications/LabourEconomicsOfficeLEOReports/NewSouthWales

Sydney

· The $8.3 billion Sydney Metro Northwest project, formerly the North West Rail Link, is the first stage of the 66 kilometre Sydney Metro and will be the first fully-automated metro rail system in Australia.  There will be eight new railway stations and 4000 commuter car parking spaces as well as upgrading of five existing stations to metro standards.  Stations are under construction at Castle Hill, Bella Vista, Rouse Hill and Kellyville.

The major contracts are (i) $1.15 billion for CPB John Holland Dragados (CPBJHD) to build the 15 kilometre twin tunnels between Bella Vista and Epping (completed), (ii) $340 million for the Impregilo-Salini joint venture to build the four-kilometre elevated skytrain between Bella Vista and Rouse Hill, including a 270-metre cable-stayed bridge over Windsor Road at Rouse Hill and (iii) $3.7 billion for Northwest Rapid Transit to deliver eight new railway stations, commuter car parking spaces, Sydney’s new metro trains and upgrading the railway between Chatswood and Epping.  Major construction finished in October 2017 on the new railway bridge at Rouse Hill. (www.sydneymetro.info, downloaded 8 February 2018 including 12 December 2017 and 22 October 2017 news)

· Sydney Metro City & Southwest is the second stage of the Sydney Metro.  Project approval was received on 10 January 2017 with early works now underway.  In June 2017, a $2.8 billion contract for the tunnelling was awarded to the John Holland CPB Contractors Ghella Joint Venture.  The first of the five tunnel boring machines will be in the ground before the end of 2018 to deliver new 15.5 kilometre twin railway tunnels between the end of Sydney Metro Northwest at Chatswood and Sydenham.  New stations will be built at Crows Nest, Victoria Cross, Barangaroo, Martin Place, Pitt Street and Waterloo along with new underground platforms at Central Station.  The T3 Bankstown Line is being upgraded and converted to metro between Sydenham and Bankstown.  The completion of the tunnel contact is expected in 2021 with testing and commissioning of the project scheduled for 2023 and 2024. (www.sydneymetro.info, downloaded 8 February 2018 including 22 June 2017 news)

· Based on Tourism Australia forecasts of visitor numbers the CEO of AccorHotels Pacific, Sydney (Simon McGrath) has indicated that Sydney needs over 4,000 more beds to cater for extra visitors in coming years.  New sites include the five star, 590-room, Sofitel Sydney at Darling Harbour (which opened in October 2017), the W Hotel being constructed nearby, the proposed Ritz Carlton at The Star Casino and a planned resort by Crown Sydney at Barangaroo. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 6 December 2017) 

· Goldfields House at Circular Quay is being sold by Wanda who were demolishing the old building prior to a major development.  The buyer is AWH Investment Group in association with Yuhu Group Australia whose CEO, Nick Tobin, has indicated that the development will have 184 residential apartments and a hotel with around 180 rooms. (www.abc.net.au/news, 30 January 2018)

· Residential vacancy rates have reached their highest level (2.2 per cent) in four years.  (Australian Financial Review, 23 January 2018 citing Real Estate Institute of NSW figures.)

· NSW Roads and Maritime Services has called for fresh expressions of interest to build the Roselle interchange which will provide entry and exit lanes from Westconnex to the Anzac Bridge.  This time a collaborative contractor client model will be used to tap into contractor ideas for the interchange (which has particular design challenges). (Australian Financial Review, 18 January 2018)  

· Hotels scheduled to open in 2018 include the Four Points by Sheraton Sydney at Central Park, and The William Inglis MGallery by Sofitel at Warwick Farm.  Construction continues for the 2019 openings of the grand Wanda Vista Hotel at Circular Quay and W Hotel at Darling Harbour.  A record 35 million international and domestic overnight visitors came to NSW in the year ending September 2017, up eight per cent on the previous year. (Destination NSW media release, 4 January 2017)

· Coles is conducting a 12 month trial of customers being able to use Airtasker to organise for grocery deliveries, including at times the customers nominate. (Australian Financial Review, 12 December 2017) 

· A Reserve Bank study on housing accessibility for first home buyers in Sydney found that the median potential purchasing capacity of the group was $474,000, meaning that on average they must move an average of 31 kilometres from the CBD to buy a flat and further out to buy a detached home. (Australian Financial Review, 8 December 2017)

· The NSW Government has released a draft Freight and Ports Plan and invited industry comment.  The percentage of container freight moved by rail has increased substantially and is now 21 percent. (www.transport.nsw.gov.au)
 
· The NSW Government has announced that new stadiums will be built at Moore Park (between 2018 and 2021 on the site of Allianz Stadium) and Olympic Park (replacing the ANZ Stadium and to be built between 2019 and 2022).  A new Parramatta stadium is under construction and will open in 2019. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 25-26 November 2017)

· The NSW Government is reforming the Property, Stock and Business Agents Act to improve the performance of the real estate agency industry.  This includes higher training standards and stronger audits of trust accounts. (Australian Financial Review, 22 November 2017)

· The NSW Government has begun the planning process for the proposed Sydney Metro stations at Victoria Cross (North Sydney) and Pitt Street (CBD) with its lodging of environmental impact statements. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 8 November 2017) 

The Government earlier released concept designs for the two stations for buildings offering commercial, residential, community and retail opportunities. (Transport for NSW media release, 1 November 2017) 

In November the Government exhibited a proposal to reduce the building set back limits for the Sydney Metro Martin Place precinct and increase the permissible floor space.  Macquarie Group’s unsolicited proposal for an integrated station and over-station development at Martin Place advanced in March 2017 to the developing of a final and binding proposal for Cabinet approval. (www.macquarie.com/au/about/newsroom, 16 March 2017)

· The successful providers to take over the operation of state supported accommodation services in Sydney and the Central Coast under the National Disability Insurance Scheme were announced in August.  They are Life Without Barriers (Central Coast, Nepean Blue Mountains, South Eastern Sydney), Cerebral Palsy Alliance (Northern Sydney) and Achieve Australia (Norton Rd SSL and Metro Residences). (www.ndis.nsw.gov.au,1 August 2017)

· In Destination NSW’s Aboriginal Tourism Toolkit it is indicated that in the year ending September 2016, 394,000 domestic and international visitors participated in an Aboriginal cultural tourism offering in NSW – up 50 per cent on the previous year. (www.destinationnsw.com.au) 

Sydney Metro East Employment Region

For selected recent regional planning panel approvals not discussed below see the worksheet “Selected Regional Planning approvals for Sydney Regions - six months ended January 2018.xlsx”

· The Central Walk underground pedestrian link at Central Station has been approved and the contract for the work is expected to be awarded in the March quarter 2018.  The link will include a 19-metre wide tunnel from Chalmers Street, linking to new metro platforms under Central. (www.sydneymetro.info, 24 December 2017)

· The Sutherland Hospital expansion, which is part of the $63 million redevelopment of the hospital, has opened.  It includes a new and expanded emergency department and short stay unit, a new general surgical inpatient unit and an expanded critical care medical unit. (www.hinfra.health.nsw.gov.au/newsroom, 21 December 2017)

· The Department of Planning and Environment has issued a Gateway determination to allow a planning proposal for revitalised town centres at Kensington and Kingsford (along the Anzac Parade corridor) to proceed to exhibition.  The revitalisation will provide both commercial and residential opportunities along the light rail line. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News, 13 December 2017)

· Cbus Property will fastrack sales of apartments at its Newmarket Randwick development on the site of the former Inglis Newmarket Stables following the success of the initial release.  The full project is expected to be completed by 2021. (www.cbusproperty.com.au/news, 11 December 2017) 

· Six buildings will be removed at Martin Place to make way for the new Martin Place Station, with major demolition work, including of a 21-storey building, underway and scheduled to finish by the end of 2018. (www.sydneymetro.info, 30 November 2017)

· Multiplex has completed Greengate’s $120 million St Patrick’s Green aged care and retirement village at 40 Chapel Street in Kogarah.  There are 104 independent living units, 92 residential care suites, a commercial kitchen, a laundry and café, etc as well as rehabilitation and training facilities.  Multiplex recently completed stage 1 of the The Terraces, a $189 million over 55’s Presbyterian Church development in Paddington including a 100 bed residential bed facility replacing a 88 bed facility.  Stage Two of The Terraces is set to begin in early November and will include 52 independent living units. (www.multiplex.global, 2 November 2017)

· Construction of the nine-level Acute Services Building that is the centrepiece of the $277 million redevelopment of St George Hospital has been completed by Multiplex.  The new building includes intensive care and high dependency units, eight digital and interventional operating theatres and 128 inpatient beds. (www.multiplex.global, 1 November 2017)

· M&L Hospitality has officially opened the first Curio Collection by Hilton Hotel in Australia, the 182-room West Hotel Sydney at 65 Sussex Street in the CBD.  It was built by Multiplex. (www.hotelmanagement.com.au, 12 January 2018 and The Sydney Morning Herald, 6 December 2017) 

· A proposed $5.3 million redevelopment of Bondi Post Office by Construction company Taylor would involve a four-storey building with 10 luxury apartments and ground floor shops. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 10 January 2018) 

· City of Sydney Council has signed a contract with CPB contractors to build the Gunyyama Park Aquatic and Recreation Centre in Zetland, with work to commence early in 2018. (Australian Financial Review, 23 January 2018)

· In the December quarter 2017 the Sydney CBD office vacancy rate was 5.4 per cent compared to 7.7 per cent a year earlier and was the lowest in almost a decade.  The Sydney vacancy rate for prime-grade offices was 5.1 per cent. (Australian Financial Review, 18 January 2018)

· A $25.7 million community and high performance centre will be developed by the South Sydney Rabbitos at Maroubra which will be part funded by NSW Government assistance to NRL clubs and $10m from the Australian Government. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 20 December 2017)

· Mirvac has topped out its sixth and final building at its Waterloo residential development.  It will have 223 apartments and terrace houses. (Australian Financial Review, 19 December 2017)

· Sydney City Council will write down the value of a Redfern site in a deal with SGCH who will build between 130 and 150 houses on the site of which up to 60 will be for social housing. (Australian Financial Review, 19 December 2017)

· On 7 December 2017 Kane Construction commenced developing 99 affordable houses at Glebe on land vested by the NSW Government to City West Housing.  (www.prwire.com.au)

· Han’s group has received stage 1 approval to proceed with a $1.5 billion, 66-storey development on the corner of Liverpool and Castlereagh streets in the CBD.  A design competition will occur during 2018 with final approval being sought in 2019.  The indicative scheme includes a possible 300-room hotel. (Australian Financial Review, 4 December 2017)

· Lend lease has lodged plans for its 55-level, $546 million, commercial Circular Quay Tower with the City of Sydney Council.  Consent has been granted for the associated demolition work.  Other developments in the area include the Wanda hotel and apartment redevelopment of the former Gold Fields House and AMP Capital’s Quay Quarter Sydney, both costed at $1 billion.  A $200 million upgrade of the circular quay wharves is expected to start in 2019. (Australian Financial Review and The Sydney Morning Herald, 30 November 2017)

· Local firm Danias Holdings has lodged a development application with Inner West Council for three new buildings with flexible working spaces for use by a range of artists, including painters and videographers.  The tallest of the buildings would be three storeys and include exhibition space. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 17 November 2017)

· Doma Group has appointed architects for a $120 million Little National Hotel with 230 rooms to be built above Wynard Walk near Wynard station. (Australian Financial Review, 15 November 2017)

· The CBD and South East Light Rail is under construction.  The 12km route will feature 19 stops, extending from Circular Quay along George Street to Central Station, through Surry Hills to Moore Park, then to Kensington and Kingsford via Anzac Parade and Randwick via Alison Road and High Street.  Services are expected to start running in 2019. (www.sydneylightrail.transport.nsw.gov.au)

Altrac, the consortium contracted by the NSW Government to build and operate the Sydney Light Rail has indicated that there may be further delays to its completion due to encountering unknown utility infrastructure underneath the land being used for tracks. (Australian Financial Review, 10 November 2017)

· The $2 billion Barrangaroo Central site will be developed by Grocon (offices), Scentre Group (shopping centre) and Aqualand (residential apartments) and is scheduled for completion in 2024. (Australian Financial Review, 27 November 2017)

· A development application has been lodged by Lend Lease for a second office building at Barangaroo South, to be constructed of cross-laminated timber and scheduled for completion in late 2019.  An adjacent sister building using this technology was completed in 2017. 
Construction of the 350-room, six star, Crown Resort has started. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 11-12 November 2017 and www.barangaroosouth.com.au/about/landmark-hotel)

· Mirvac had topped out its second Green Square apartment building, the 224-unit OVO complex.  It is scheduled to be completed in April 2018. (Australian Financial Review, 7 November 2017)

· Level 33 has submitted a development application to build 300 units across four buildings on a site occupied by five houses in Regent Street.  Construction is expected to start in late 2018. (Australian Financial Review, 5 October 2017)

· Development of the suburb of Breakfast Point on the Parramatta River site of an old gas works has been completed after 15 years and is now home to 3000 people. (www.domain.com.au/news, 27 September 2017)

· Work began in late 2017 on building a specialised precast concrete factory at Marrickville to produce over 99,000 concrete segments which will line the inside of Sydney’s new metro railway tunnels.  Giant moulds used on the twin 15km Sydney Metro Northwest tunnels between Bella Vista and Epping will be reused.  Production will begin in the first half of 2018, using up to 120 workers.  Two of the five massive tunnel boring machines for the Sydney Metro tunnels will start work from Marrickville and dig 8.1km to Barangaroo, with the tunnel builder being John Holland CPB Ghella. (www.sydneymetro.info, 28 September 2017)  

· Following the awarding by the NSW Government of a $240 million contract to John Holland Pty Ltd and Laing O’Rourke Australia Construction Pty Ltd, a major upgrade of Sydenham station is scheduled to begin in 2018.  This includes upgrading two platforms for use by the Sydney Metro system when services begin at Sydenham in 2024. (www.sydneymetro.info, 20 September 2017)

· The NSW Government has announced a new 20-year residential plan for Rhodes East that can yield 3600 new homes and includes a new school. (Australian Financial Review, 19 September 2017)

· Golden Age is developing The Harrington Collection at The Rocks.  It will have nine levels with 
58 apartments as well as retail space.  (Australian Financial Review, 13 September 2017 and www.goldenagegroup.com.au)

· The Verio Central 110-bed hotel was launched in September and scheduled to open in November 2017. (Australian Financial Review, 7 September 2017)

· Poly Australia has appointed a designer for its A-grade, 26-storey commercial tower at 210-220 George Street, with work expected to start in early 2019 and be completed in 2022. (Australian Financial Review, 1 September 2017)

· The 209-room Sydney Airport Travelodge hotel opened in August, with a 133-bed Mantra hotel having opened in the area in July. (www.thehotelconversation.com.au/news, 8 August 2017 and www.ausbt.com.au/now-open-mantra-hotel-at-sydney-airport)

Sydney North and West Employment Region

For selected recent regional planning panel approvals not discussed below see the worksheet “Selected Regional Planning approvals for Sydney Regions - six months ended January 2018.xlsx”

· Construction of the new 500-space car park at Wyong Hospital has begun.  When completed in 2018 the current car park will become the construction site for the new hospital which will include intensive care and paediatric assessment units along with additional inpatient units, surgical services and maternity services. (www.hinfra.health.nsw.gov.au/our-projects, 1 February 2018)

· The NSW Government has approved Wyong Coal’s $800m, Wallarah 2 thermal coal project on the Central Coast.  Up to five million tonnes per annum of coal per annum will be extracted using longwall methods. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 18 January 2018)

· The NSW Government has released a Destination Management Plan and three-year Action Plan to help grow tourism in the Hawkesbury.  This will include a product, content, media and event audit as well as developing communication and marketing campaigns.  A doubling of overnight visitor expenditure by 2020 is being targeted. (www.destinationnsw.com.au/news-and-media, 10 January 2018)

· Three major upgrades are being carried out along the M1 Pacific Motorway between the Tuggerah and Doyalson interchanges, Kariong and Somersby interchanges and at the Weakleys Drive and John Renshaw Drive intersection.  The $391.6 million upgrades are jointly funded by the Australian and NSW Governments.
· Work is scheduled to start on 30 January on the upgrade between Tuggerah and Doyalson with construction of a third northbound lane.
· The Kariong to Somersby upgrade has been awarded to Fulton Hogan Construction Pty Ltd.  Work will start in early 2018 and is expected to be completed in 2020.  The project is expected to create 1850 jobs according to the NSW Government.
· Work on the upgrade at the intersection of Weakleys Drive and John Renshaw Drive is expected to start in early 2018 and be completed in 2019. 

(NSW Roads and Maritime Services Ministerial Media Release 25 January 2018 and Australian Government Minister for Urban Infrastructure and Cities Media Release, 22 December 2017)

· Three buildings (one of 18 storeys) are being removed for the new Victoria Cross Station at North Sydney, one of the 31 metro stations on Sydney’s new 66km rail system.  Major demolition work is expected to finish in the first half of 2018. (www.sydneymetro.info, 22 December 2017)  

· Australia’s largest residential developer, Stockland, has acquired a 154-hectare site in Marsden Park which has potential for 2000 residential lots.  It is adjacent to the company’s Elara community.  Mirvac has a 153-hectare rural site in Marsden Park that is rezoned for residential development. (Australian Financial Review, 21 December 2017) 

· The NSW Government has rezoned Stage 1 of the Vineyard precinct to enable creation of a new community with shops, cafes and substantial green open space in Sydney’s north-west.  The rezoning will enable 2300 new homes, with a mixture of types. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News, 14 December 2017)

· After more than 30 years IBM is due to vacate its West Pennant Hills site.  The NSW Government has determined that plans for redevelopment (with strict conditions on protecting the natural environment) can proceed to public exhibition.  The redevelopment would include new homes, open public space, and community facilities close to transport.  A separate development application would need to be lodged and approved before any work could occur. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News, 21 November 2017)

· The new ATO office in Gosford has opened with around 80 employees commencing work before the end of 2017 and the majority of the remaining 520 or so employees commencing early in 2018.  The ATO will be looking for people with tax and legal expertise, or customer service, leadership, administration, finance and accounting skills. (Lucy Wicks MP media release, 12 December 2012 and www.scorchinghotnews.com, 31 July 2017)

· Greenland Australia has signed a design and construction contract with Ganellen to build 
600 out of 900 apartments and some retail space on the main lot for its residential project at Lachlans Line, Macquarie Park.  Construction has commenced. (Australian Financial Review, 6 December 2017)

· The area around Castle Hill Showground has been rezoned, with about 5000 new homes planned over the next 20 years. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au, 29 January 2017) 

· In November Strongbuild commenced construction of a 10-storey tower as part of a luxury retirement village at Norwest Business Park. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 11-12 November 2017)

· Mulpha is embarking on a $3 billion expansion of its Norwest Business Park including redevelopment of the Norwest Marketown and the Circa commercial, retail and retirement area.  Also, development of The Greens residential area.  Norwest is 377-hectares including 180 hectares of business land and 151 hectares of residential land. (Australian Financial Review, 25 October 2017)  Employment at the business park is projected to grow from 30,000 currently to 40,000 on completion of the new Circa.  The number of residents is expected to double to 10,000 when residential development is completed in 2020. (www.mulpha.com.my/page/164/Norwest-Business-Park) 

· NBN will move its head office to a 35-storey building that Dexus is constructing at North Sydney. It will be completed in early 2019.  Nine Entertainment will anchor Winten Property Group’s 1 Dension Street tower which is scheduled to be completed a year later. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 16 October 2017 and www.dexus.com)

· Central Coast Council will receive $50,000 from the Australian Government to cover half the cost of developing an affordable housing strategy and implementing an affordable alternative housing partnership pilot. (www.business.gov.au/Assistance/Building-Better-Regions-Fund, 22 September 2017)

· Myer has announced that it will not be renewing the lease for its Hornsby store. (Myer ASX & Media Release, 14 September 2017)
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· Completion of Ecove’s 33-storey Opal Park residential development with 379 units and a childcare centre at Olympic Park is scheduled for late 2018.  Mirvac has received development approval for a $292 million mixed use development at Olympic Park that includes four residential apartment buildings, ground floor retail, a new road and open space.  Development works are expected to generate more than 900 construction jobs and 54 ongoing jobs.
 (www.sopa.nsw.gov.au accessed January 2018 and Australian Financial Review, 12 September 2017, NSW Minister for Planning Media Release, 5 September 2017)

· Multiplex has been awarded the main works contract for the $1 billion Westmead Redevelopment which is expected to generate 1500 construction jobs per annum.  This is for a new 12-storey central acute services building covering a range of adult and paediatric services, including emergency, pharmacy, imaging, operating suites and multiple in-patient units.  It is due to open in 2020 and will include 1.5 floors of University of Sydney space and a roof top helipad.  A series of bridge links will connect the new hospital building with the existing Westmead Hospital and The Children’s Hospital at Westmead. (www.multiplex.global, 11 January 2018)

· The NSW Government has developed plans to help grow tourism in the Hawkesbury.  (See Sydney North and West) (www.destinationnsw.com.au/news-and-media, 10 January 2018)

· A $24 million wave park featuring an open water surf sports lagoon has been approved at Olympic Park.  It will create 225 jobs.  There will be a retail shop, café, indoor restaurant and alfresco bar and also a two-storey surf academy with teaching and training facilities. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au, 20 December 2017)

· Construction of Sandran Property’s $75 million office building at Belmore Street Penrith with A-grade accommodation is set to proceed next year.  Penrith Council approved the development application in September 2017.  The building will include restaurants and cafes at ground level.  Drivers of growth in Penrith include the Northern and Mulgoa Road upgrades, delivery of Western Sydney Airport and significant spending on hospitals.  (Penrith City Gazette, 7 December 2017)

· Walker Corporation has awarded the contract for construction of the first of four towers at Parramatta Square to a joint venture of Built and Obayashi Corporation (BOJV).  Construction of the 40-storey tower commenced in September 2017 with completion planned for late 2019.  Property NSW will be the anchor tenant covering at least 4000 public servants from a number of Sydney CBD locations.  Construction of the second tower will commence soon having been pre-committed to National Australia Bank and construction of the other two towers is expected to start in early 2018.  The second tower will finish in early 2020 and the other two towers will be delivered in 2021. (www.parramattasquare.net.au)

· Rooty Hill RSL will fund a $100 million performing arts and multi-use entertainment space to be built by Hansen Yuncken next to the club.  In concert configuration it could have up to 2500 seats. (www.wspac.com.au) There are said to be plans for a five-star Pullman Hotel nearby. (Australian Financial Review, 24 November 2017)

· Shokai Ausbao and Develotek Property Group have formed a joint venture to build about 680 apartments in Granville.  Demolition has commenced on the site with three towers to be built and there to be a shopping centre including a supermarket.  The Crowne Plaza and Radison Hotels & Suites in Sydney are owned by Shokai Ausbao. (Australian Financial Review, 19 November 2017)

· The Northern Road Employment and Training Hub at Penrith was officially opened in October 2017.  It is part of the Australian and NSW Governments' 10-year Western Sydney Infrastructure Plan.  The hub will assist some of the region's most vulnerable people through provision of pre-vocational skills, traineeships, internships, trade qualifications and jobs with contractors and subcontractors.  Assistance is being delivered to Aboriginal Australians, young people, long-term unemployed, and those facing barriers to employment. (NSW Roads and Maritime Services Ministerial Media Release, 27 October 2017)

· Demolition work commenced in November to enable construction of a car park that forms part of Stage 1 of the $576 million redevelopment of Nepean Hospital.  Other parts of Stage 1 include a new clinical services block, a new and expanded emergency department, over 200 beds in new accommodation, a new neonatal intensive care unit, a new community health services facility and 18 new birthing suites (an increase of 10). (www.hinfra.health.nsw.gov.au/newsroom, 26 October 2017) 

· The2.5-hectare former Bonds Spinning Mills site near Pendle Hill station is a step closer to being revitalised after changes to zoning were approved by the NSW Government.  A proposal for 6000 square metres of floor space for over 200 new jobs, a 5500sqm public park and community facilities can now progress to preparation of a development application. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News, 20 October 2017)

· The NSW Government placed a proposal for redevelopment of land at Telopea by the Land and Housing Corporation's (LAHC) under the Communities Plus program which is designed to increase social housing.  The development would have up to 4900 new dwellings as well as a new community centre and retails areas. (Australian Financial Review, 16 October 2017) 

· Coombes Property Group and Drivas Property Group have lodged a development application for a 23-storey A-grade office tower at 50 Macquarie Street in Parramatta where the prime office vacancy rate is said to be zero.  (Australian Financial Review, 5 October 2017)

· Sydney Zoo has received approval to build on a 16.5-hectare site at Bungarribee Park.  The new zoo will have 30 exotic and native animal exhibits and have an integrated Aboriginal and natural heritage program.  There will be an amphitheatre, native fish aquarium, insectarium and nocturnal houses. (www.nsw.gov.au/news, 14 September 2017)

· Mirvac’s $292 million mixed-use State Significant development at Olympic Park will provide 705 new homes and generate more than 900 construction jobs and 54 ongoing jobs   It will include four residential apartment buildings, ground floor retail, a new road and open space.  Demolition work began in early September 2017 after the NSW Government approved the project on 8 September. (www.mirvacdevelopment.com, 8 September 2017 and Minister for Planning and Housing media release, 5 September 2017).

· Coronation Property is building a 54-storey residential and hotel building at 8 Phillip Street in Parramatta with the hotel to be the first five star one in Parramatta. (Australian Financial Review, 4 September 2017) 

· Developments in Parramatta include Dyldams $225 million commercial hub, GPT’s $230 million office tower and the involvement of Walker Corporation and Charter Hall in the Parramatta Square redevelopment. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 2-3 September, 2017)

· The Western Sydney Aboriginal Centre of Excellence on the old Whalan High School site in Mount Druitt is on track to open in 2018.  The centre will become a hub for young Aboriginal people to harness their aspirations and talents to create a rewarding future.  Aboriginal Affairs NSW will coordinate the establishment of the $20 million centre while working with the local Aboriginal community to investigate long-term partnerships with the private and not-for-profit sector. (NSW Roads and Maritime Services Ministerial Media Release, 31 August 2017)
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· The Australian Turf Club plans to regenerate Warwick Farm Racecourse with 375 new stables and track upgrades to complement the opening of Inglis’ Riverside Sales complex and associated William Inglis hotel. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 4 February 2018 and The Land, 6 February 2018)

· The last remaining building has been cleared from the 1,780-hectare Western Sydney airport site at Badgery’s Creek, with preparatory works underway to enable early stage earthworks to commence before the end of 2018. (www.minister.infrastructure.gov.au/pf/releases, 24 January 2018) 

· Rezoning of the former rotolactor site at Menangle has been approved.  SouWest Developments is proposing a development including 350 new houses (which Mirvac would build), a micro brewery, two restaurants, a farmers’ market and a 20-30 bed hotel. (Sydney Morning Herald, 23-24 December 2017) 

· The NSW Government has released the final plans for the rail station precincts at Macquarie Fields, Ingleburn, Minto, Leumeah, Campbelltown and Macarthur. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News, 21 December 2017)

· The fitting out of the nine-storey new $55 million Flinders Centre in Bankstown is underway.  It will include ground floor retail space.  The developer is Paynter Dixon. (Sydney Morning Herald, 13 December 2017)

· Aoyuan International has purchased a 28-hectare site at Bargo subdivided for 267 residential lots. (Australian Financial Review, 7 December 2017)

· Sandran Property Group will build a $75 million building at 50 Belmore Street in Penrith with A grade office space. (Australian Financial Review, 7 December 2017)

· In preparation for its Australian launch Amazon purchased a vacant, 2.1 hectare, site at Smeaton Grange.  It has also signed a 10-year lease at the Bungarribee Industrial Estate at Eastern Creek. (Sydney Morning Herald, 29 November 2017)

· Construction of Qube’s IMEX (import-export) terminal at Moorebank began in the third quarter of 2017, with operations due to start in the first quarter of 2019 (with a non-stop rail shuttle running between Port Botany and the terminal).  Approval of warehouse construction will be sought during March quarter 2018, with view to new warehouse operations commencing in the June quarter of 2019.  Full development of 850,000 sqms of warehouse space, and a rooftop solar photovoltaic cell network, is scheduled for January 2027.  Target is the first tenant with whom a leasing agreement has been signed. 

Total capital expenditure at the site in the first five years is expected to be around $400 million of which $48 million has been spent.
(www.wube.com.au: Annual report and Chairman’s Address and Managing Director’s presentation, 22 November 2017)

At a hearing in December 2017, judgement was suspended by the Land and Environment in relation to an appeal from the Environmental Defenders Office for a full reconsideration of the approval of the Moorebank project as the existence of a critically endangered plant found only at the site had not been known to the approving authority. (www.edonsw.org.au)

· A 958-hectare land release at Menangle Park has been announced and will enable the creation of a town with a new $115 million access road, to be called Spring Farm Parkway.  There are plans for a community health centre, long-day care centres, library, fire station, 5.8 hectares of retail space, a 28-hectare industrial area and up to 3400 low to medium density homes.  A 15,000-hectare land release at South Creek West, just south of the new Western Sydney airport site, has also been announced which could house 30,000 families and will create the potential for about 1000 local jobs. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News, 22 November 2017)

· The headquarters of WSA Co - the company delivering the new Western Sydney Airport - has been officially opened in Liverpool.  Staffing is expected to expand over the coming months and at its peak reach around 200 people. (Australian Government Minister for Urban Infrastructure and Cities Media Release 20 November 2017)

· Bella Foods is moving to new premises in Verrell Street Wetherill Park and will convert an old warehouse to a food manufacturing facility. (Australian Financial Review, 9 November 2017)

· The membership of the Board of the Western Sydney Airport has been finalised.  Preliminary geotechnical investigations, etc will occur in 2018, with the main airport works starting in 2019.  The first stage is scheduled to be completed by 2026.  (Australian Financial Review, 15 November 2017 and 1 November 2017)

· The NSW Government has rezoned part of 210 hectares of land at Mt Gilead (South of the Campbelltown CBD) from rural to low density residential.  This will facilitate Lendlease developing 1700 new low density homes.  As part of the land release, the company has offered $45 million to upgrade Appin Road and the government will contribute $10 million to fund road improvements through the Housing Acceleration Fund.  The next step is the submission of development applications for the residential subdivision. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News, 15 September 2017)

· The NSW Government has released the concept designs for major station upgrades on the Bankstown line, with work to start from 2018.  Upgrades will be opened progressively from 2020 and Sydney Metro services will start in 2024.  Upgrades will include new entrances, new public plaza and a new concourse connecting Metro to Light Rail at Dulwich Hill (in Sydney Metro East).  The new Bankstown station will include provision for future underground platforms. (www.sydneymetro.info, 8 and 13 September 2017)

· A new campus for Western Sydney University will be built in Bankstown.  It will be similar to its 26,500 sqm Parramatta campus but smaller (12,000-16,000 sqm).  The location is still being finalised.  Options for the existing Milperra Campus are being examined.  The university’s new Liverpool campus will open in February 2018. (www.westernsydney.edu.au/newscentre, 2 August 2017 and Canterbury-Bankstown Express, 3 August 2017)
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· Doma Group’s Honeysuckle project in Newcastle comprising 52 units and a 140-room Little National Hotel is being built by Bloc.  It is scheduled to open in late 2019. (www.domagroup.com.au/domahotels)  The Hunter Development Corporation anticipates that around 60 jobs will be created on completion of the hotel, with more during construction.  Depending on approvals, construction could commence as early as mid-2018. (Hunter Development Corporation media release, 28 November 2017)

· Newcastle CBD startup incubator Eighteen04, launched in 2015, has opened a section providing 20 extra desk spaces for startup clients.  It focuses exclusively on supporting clean technology and smart cities startups.  Eighteen04 hope to eventually have a 100 seat facility.  The 2017 StartupAus Crossroads highlights significant growth in NSW’s startup sector since 2011. (www.industry.nsw.gov.au/media, 5 December 2017 and 30 November 2017)

· The Bower Estate at Medowie, 34km north of Newcastle, has been rezoned.  This means that 135 extra homes can be built on the site, bringing the potential total new homes to 480.  The local Council is currently assessing a development application. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News, 24 November 2017)

· The Government has renewed the exploration licence for the old South Drayton Mine, paving the way for Malabar Coal to commence technical studies investigating the potential to develop an underground mine.  (Malabar Coal agreed to purchase the retired open cut mine from Anglo American contingent on the licence renewal).  The NSW Government has indicated that no open cut mining can occur at the site. (ABC Upper Hunter, 1 December 2017 and The Daily Telegraph, 13 October 2017)

· The Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA) has announced $11.9 million in funding for Ethanol Technologies Limited (Ethtec) towards developing a $30 million purpose-built pilot facility at Muswellbrook for producing ethanol from a range of waste plant matter left over from crop harvesting and forestry (with potential also to use sugars obtained from biomass for other applications such as renewable plastic precursors, industrial lubricants and even pharmaceuticals).  The goal is to make the technology available to the commercial market within five years. (ABC Upper Hunter, 21 November 2017)

· AGL plans to close its Liddell coal fired power station by 2020 and replace it with a mix of electricity from wind and solar farms, gas peaking plants and demand response systems.  It has flagged building a new fast-start gas power station in Newcastle if the project meets hurdles for investment returns. (Australian Financial Review, 12 December and 17 November 2017)

· Plans have been lodged by AGL for a $5 million modification of a gas storage facility in Newcastle to process tail gas (a by-product). (ABC Newcastle, 17 November 2017)

· Hunter Development Corporation (HDC) has announced a proposal for a residential and retail development at 35 Honeysuckle Drive, Newcastle following a tender.  The successful proposal by Doma Group features 92 apartments and 1533 m2 of retail space which is expected to create around 246 construction jobs and 76 ongoing retail jobs.  HDC expects Doma Group to obtain development approval by the end of 2018 and construction to commence around mid-2019. (Hunter Development Corporation media release, 12 October 2017)

· Downer EDI began major construction of the 2.7 km Newcastle light rail in September 2017, with services due to start in 2019. (www.revitalisingnewcastle.nsw.gov.au)

· For the second year in a row Newcastle based builder MJH Group was the fastest growing home builder according to the Housing Industry Association.  The group’s housing starts increased in 2016-17 by 517 to 2716. (Australian Financial Review, 21 September 2017)

· Multiplex is on track to complete construction of the redevelopment of Stockland’s Green Hills shopping centre in Maitland in mid-2018.  This will more than double the size of the centre and include a new look David Jones department, a new Target discount department store and a new 900 seat Hoyts cinema. (www.multiplex.global, 11 August 2017)
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· The University of Wollongong (UOW) has changed its contracting practices, with local industry involvement now a key criterion when selecting managing contractors for major construction projects or service delivery contracts.  The University is currently conducting a selective tender to appoint a managing contractor for design and construction of (i) Molecular Horizons, an $80 million centre for molecular and life sciences research and (ii) a new teaching building for the Faculty of Social Science and the Faculty of Law, Humanities and Arts (which will be located at the western end of the campus).

Calls for expressions of interest have now closed for campus-wide services including waste, security, parking and cleaning. (media.uow.edu.au/releases, 9 February 2018)

· Approval has been granted for construction of the 9.6 km Albion Park Rail bypass.  Work is expected to start in 2019 and take three years.  The bypass will have four lanes with provision for adding a further two.  According to the Illawarra Business Chamber, the project is expected to create about 400 construction jobs. (Illawarra Mercury, 2 & 3 February 2018)

· South32 has announced that all 103 applications for voluntary redundancy at its Appin mine have been accepted and the company continues “to review the operational configurations” for the mine.  Approval for resumption of underground operations following failure of the gas drainage plant was granted within the last week. (Illawarra Mercury, 2 February 2018)

· Coal exports have been declining for many years at the Port Kembla Coal Loader.  The peak level was 14.4 million tonnes and the figure for 2017 expected to be around 5 million tonnes.  In February, The Fair Work Commission will rule on an application from the company to terminate the current enterprise agreement which the company claims has excessive benefits in the current circumstances. (ABC News, 17 January 2018 and ABC Illawarra, 8 January 2017)

· GPG Alliance has, subject to State Government approval, purchased Glencores’ Tahmoor underground coal mine, which employs 340 people and produces around two million tonnes of coal a year. (Australian Financial Review, 2 January 2018)

· Demolition of Corrimal Leagues Club is expected to be completed in mid-February, with a 60-apartment complex to be built on the site now owned by Village Building Co. (Illawarra Mercury, 23 December 2017) 

· The neighbourhood retail precinct that forms the first stage of the Shell Cove town centre project is expected to open in the last quarter of 2018.  A development application has been lodged for Stage 2 comprising a waterfront restaurant area and 45 apartments.  It is envisaged that by 2020 a waterfront tavern, community centre and hotel will be completed.  The development is a joint Shellharbour Council-Frazers Property project.  The Development Director is Glen Colquhoun of Frazers. (Illawarra Mercury, 16 December 2017) 

· Wollongong company Alpha Vet Tech has developed prototype lifesaving wearable devices to monitor the vital signs of animals and stream the data to the cloud.  This will provide continuous electronic monitoring and alert veterinarians if vital signs change.  The technology is undergoing final testing at NSW vet practices, Toronto Zoo and with RSPCA Queensland. (www.industry.nsw.gov.au/media, 12 December 2017)

· Construction has begun of both a new ambulance station for Kiama and of Berry’s first ambulance station.  Work is expected to be completed in late 2018, followed by fit-outs. (www.hinfra.health.nsw.gov.au/newsroom, 7 December 2017)

· As part of a ramp up of operations at its Appin mine following suspension of operations due to methane gas issues, South32 has restarted a single longwall operation.  Its Illawarra Metallurgical Coal operations saleable coal production decreased by 50 per cent (or 1.9Mt) to 1.9Mt in the December 2017 half year as the Appin colliery recovered from the extended outage and the Dendrobium longwall progressed through a faulted zone. (South32 Quarterly Report, December 2017 and Australian Financial Review, 6 December 2018)

· Heavy rain in early December adversely affected grain and cherry crops in Southern NSW. (ABC Rural, 4 December 2017) 

· Regional Express has reduced its services to Merimbula citing concerns about the potential impact of the upgrade to the airport and associated higher charges for airport usage.  The upgrade is part of a $50 million project that also involves extending the Port of Eden wharf to take bigger cruise ships. (ABC News, 3 December 2017) 

· Shellharbour’s new, $60 million, civic centre opened on 2 December 2017.  As well as accommodation for council staff it includes a library, museum, civic square and auditorium. (www.shellharbour.nsw.gov.au/Media)

· Sports Aviation Flight College Australia (SAFCA) has submitted plans to develop a small recreational airstrip in the Bega Valley for training Chinese student pilots.  Changes to airspace regulations in China, together with the construction of dozens of new airports, have created big demand for commercial pilots.  Some local residents have expressed concerns about the environmental impacts. (ABC South East NSW, 10 November 2017)

· Construction of BRBD’s $88 million Parq project in Wollongong is scheduled to commence in early 2018 following preliminary geotechnical and other works.  It will have four separate towers of seven to eight storeys with a large internal landscaped block.  The site is surrounded by Flinders, Campbell and Keira streets. (Illawarra Mercury, 4 November 2017)

· As at 3 November 2017 over 1000 lots had been sold at Lend Leases Calderwood Valley residential development.  The display home village has 37 homes by 20 builders.  When completed there will be education, shopping and other services to residents.  Lend Lease is holding early stage discussions with the Department of Education to deliver a primary and high school, and is working on designs for the village centre.  In Spring an employer networking event was organised by the Calderwood Valley Workforce Development Group which brought together more than 70 partner builders, contractors, local employers, and training and employment service providers to discuss issues affecting the industry within the Illawarra region. (www.communities.lendlease.com/calderwood-valley, 3 November 2017 and the Spring 2017 edition of Calderwood Valley News)

· At the West Dapto development being overseen by Wollongong Council, the stage 1 and 2 areas have been rezoned and include a mixture of industrial, commercial, residential and environmental protection areas.  Rezoning for stages 3 and 4 has been deferred.  Work being undertaken by private develop​ers in the Horsley, Kembla Grange and Wongawilli areas comprises Alkira Estate (Grindley Properties), Brooks Reach North (Stocklands), Ridge Park (Blueprint Developments) and Vista Park (Sheargold).  (www.wollongong.nsw.gov.au, 2 January 2017)

· Shellharbour Hospital will remain as a public hospital and the NSW Government will now proceed with a $251 million redevelopment. (Illawarra Mercury, 28 October 2017)

· The newly constructed Bunnings store at Bellambi opened in late October 2017. (Illawarra Mercury, 27 October 2017)

· The Department of Planning and Environment has rezoned part of 124 hectares of Moss Vale land from rural to low density residential, with the land release being called Coomungie-Chelsea Gardens.  A Development Control Plan will be prepared for the site before any development can occur and will include coverage of access arrangements and provision of open space. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News, 27 October 2017)

· Richard Crookes Construction is building the $50.4 million Bulli Aged Care Centre of Excellence, a collaboration between aged care provider IRT and NSW Health.  The Centre will include 60 aged care beds managed by NSW Health, 60 residential care suites managed by IRT, an urgent primary care centre for Illawarra residents and visitors and on-site clinical services. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News and www.islhd.health.nsw.gov.au/Capital_Works/Bulli_Aged_Care, 23 October 2017)

· The Symbio Wildlife park at Helensburgh was winner of the IMB Bank Illawarra Business Awards.  Visitation to the park has almost doubled since 2014-15. (Illawarra Mercury, 21 October 2017)

· GPT has officially opened its $68 million revamp of Wollongong Central Mall, including ten new speciality retailers and a new format David Jones store with a food hall. (Illawarra Mercury and The Sydney Morning Herald, 6 October 2017)
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· Construction of the first stage of the Light Rail in Canberra is well underway.  There will be 13 stops along the 12km track including a terminus at each end of the end of the route.  The light rail will connect the fast growing area of Gungahlin, through Dickson to the City.  Operations are scheduled to commence in 2018.  Canberra Metro Operations advertised for light rail drivers in February 2018. Stage two of the light rail network will go to Woden. (www.canberra-metro.com.au, downloaded 12 February 2018 including News, 5 February 2018; ACT Government Ministerial Media Release, 6 October 2017)

· The University of Canberra Public Hospital is being constructed on the University of Canberra campus.  The 140-bed hospital, which will have an additional 75 day places and outpatient services, will provide rehabilitation, aged care and mental health services.  Construction began in 2016 with the hospital expected to open in mid-2018. (ACT Health website, downloaded 9 February 2018)

· The opening of the Electro Optic Systems (EOS) facility in Hume is set to create 180 jobs.  The ACT Government supported EOS on the development of their facility as part of that government’s strategy to grow the defence industry.  EOS operations will expand after they were recently awarded an $410 million export contract to supply its new R-400S-Mk2 remote weapons system. (ACT Government Ministerial Media Release, 30 January 2018 and The Canberra Times, 31 January 2018)

· Hong Kong based hotel chain Ovolo has acquired the rights to operate the 68-bed Hotel Hotel in Canberra. (Australian Financial Review, 17 January 2018)

· Doma Group has been awarded preferred developer status to redevelop the former Dickson Motor Registry Site.  This will deliver a new 13,000m2 office for the ACT Government, a 90 place childcare centre, 144 serviced apartments, retail space and 250 apartments.  Land Sale negotiations and the final design of the ACT Government office are now being finalised. (www.domagroup.com.au, accessed January 2018)

· A 4000 panel solar farm organised by local residents is being developed in Goulburn with it being hoped by mid-February to have chosen a construction firm and signed a lease MOU.  A consultant has been approached to do the final financial assessment after which the community will be invited to invest in the project. (www.ce4g.org.au/projects.php)

· Amalgamated Property Group has acquired Anzac Park East at the intersection of Constitution Avenue and Anzac Parade in Canberra, with the site having been vacant since 1997.  The site may be used for a mix of activities including residential, commercial, retail and hospitality.  The company is redeveloping Civic Quarter in the Canberra CBD and has also acquired Block 8, Section 3, Parkes for redevelopment.   EG Funds Management has obtained the ANZAC Park West block and another property in the area for redevelopment. (Australian Financial Review, 12 December 2017)

· Works have commenced on the $300 million Constitution Avenue precinct in City East, Canberra.  The mixed use development, delivered by Capital Property Group, is expected to create hundreds of jobs during the construction phase. The precinct will house the new ACT Government office building, commercial office space, a boutique hotel, a gym and child care centre, along with cafes and eateries.  It will also provide basement level car parking upon completion in mid-2020. (ACT Government Ministerial Media Release, 1 December 2017)

· Geocon is refreshing Canberra’s Woden Town Centre with a $380m apartment and office project on the site of the Woden Tradies Club.  There will be three low rise towers and a 24-storey mixed use tower, with a total of around 800 apartments as well as office space.  Construction is scheduled to commence in early 2019.  Grocon has 1500 apartments under development in Canberra and a further 3000 in the pipeline. (Australian Financial Review, 12 December 2017 and 17 October 2017)

· GreatCell Solar, whose headquarters are in Queanbeyan, has confirmed that thin layer perovskite solar cells are both efficient and stable.  It has now embarked on a $17.3 million project to develop a new, world-class prototype facility to scale up fabrication.  The cells can be produced by common manufacturing processes and have the potential to expand the applications for which solar power can be used and to reduce solar cell costs. (arena.gov.au/news, 12 December 2017)

· Village Building Co Limited has purchased a six-hectare site for a town house project that it expects to launch in mid-2018. (Australian Financial Review, 5 December 2017)

· The $33 million upgrade of the Kings Highway has been completed with finalisation of the $17.9 million project to straighten 4.1 kilometres of highway between River Forest Road and Mongarlowe River, about 20 kilometres south east of Braidwood.  This was the last of 17 projects to be delivered as part of a five-year program of work between Queanbeyan and Nelligen. (NSW Roads and Maritime Services Ministerial Media Release, 25 November 2017)

· Work is underway on a new primary school for North Gungahlin in Taylor.  The facility will cater for 88 preschool and 600 primary school students when it opens for Term 1, 2019.  The planning will also allow for the accommodation of an additional 44 preschool students and 150 primary students through expansion if required to cater for future growth.  Total projected funding of $32.1 million has been provided from the 2015-16 and 2017-18 Budgets. (ACT Government Ministerial Media Release, 17 November 2017)

· A total of 25,030 workers travel into Canberra from regional towns and suburbs each day, according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, with almost 12,000 being residents of Queanbeyan and surrounding suburbs and 600 from Wamboin. (ABC Radio Canberra, 27 October 2017 citing 2016 Census figures)

· Construction of new homes was expected to start in late 2017 in Taylor, Gungahlin’s newest suburb, following the first settlement of blocks in October.  The ACT Government’s Residential Release Program has identified another 1880 dwellings to be released in total for Taylor including 400 in 2017-18, 500 in 2018-19, 200 in 2019-20 and 780 in 2020-21. (ACT Government Suburban Land Agency News, 13 October 2017)

· The Suburban Land Agency has engaged civil contractors to undertake construction works in the new development area in the northern parts of Wright and Coombs.  The works in Wright include the creation of 212 single residential blocks and four multi blocks, two community facility sites and a playground.  In Coombs the works include the creation of 71 single residential blocks and nine multi-unit blocks and a playground.  This is in addition to the construction of associated roads, urban open spaces, shard paths, an equestrian trail, landscaping and verge works. (ACT Government Suburban Land Agency News, 6 October 2017)

· Myer has announced that it will not be renewing the lease for its Belconnen store. (Myer ASX & Media Release, 14 September 2017)

· Geocon has purchased the Garema Centre in Civic with plans to turn it into a $100 million high-end hotel to be constructed by its Adobe division with work commencing in 2019. (Australian Financial Review, 8 September 2017)

Central West, Far West Orana and New England North West

· The first of 14,000 tonnes of steel rail has been delivered for the Parkes to Narromine section of the Inland Rail project and the project is on schedule for works to begin in May 2018. 
The rail weighs 60 kilograms of steel per metre, easily accommodating the Inland Rail standard of double-stack trains of up to 1,800m in length travelling at 115kph with a 21 tonne axle load.  The full Inland Rail project will reduce freight transit times between Melbourne and Brisbane to within 24 hours and is expected to be operational in 2024-2025. (www.artc.com.au, 15 January 2018) 

One 1,800-metre train, double-stacked is equivalent to over 100 B-double trucks.  Currently three-quarters of all freight is transported by road and one-quarter by rail. (ABC Regional Radio, 11 December 2017)

The Government-owned builder of the project, the Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC), has no targets for Aboriginal employment.  However, its CEO, John Fullerton, has indicated that it is very keen to maximise participation from the local communities, and in particular Aboriginal communities, on the rail corridor.  ARTC estimates inland rail will create 16,000 jobs during the construction phase.  The company will employ another 500 staff and there will be 5000 contractors (ABC Radio, 12 December 2017)



Summary Of The NSW Components Of The Inland Rail Project.
 
	Section
	Outline Of Work
	Construction Time Frame

	Albury to Illabo  
	Reconstruction of the existing 185 kms of track, replacement of bridges and culverts, enhanced level crossings and crossing loops.
	2020 to 2025

	Illabo to Stockinbingal
	37km of new rail track.
	2019 to 2023

	Stockinbingal to Parkes
	Enhancement to 169km of existing rail corridor.
	Late 2019 to 2022

	Parkes to Narromine
	Around 5 kms of new rail connection at Parkes and upgrading 106 kms including replacing existing sleepers and track with cement sleepers and new tracks, realignments and replacing and upgrading culverts and bridges.
	Mid 2018 to late 2020

	Narromine to Narrabri
	Approximately 300km of new track
	Late 2019 to 2025

	Narrabri to North Star
	Upgrade to approximately 188km of track and construction of approximately 1.6km of a new rail corridor. Includes replacing existing culverts and replacing bridges at the Mehi River, Gwydir River and Croppa Creek and providing a new road bridge over the existing rail corridor at Jones Avenue in Moree and the Newell Highway near Bellata.
	2019 to 2021

	North Star to NSW/Qld Border
	A new rail corridor of approximately 37km
	2021 to 2023



· Europe had tightened its Renewable Energy Greenhouse Gas Savings Target to require that 50 per cent of emissions be from mineral diesel rather than the current level of 35 per cent.  Australia is ahead of its canola exporting competitors in that its report on the emissions involved in producing canola oil has been accepted and legislated by the European Union whereas our major global competitors are yet to satisfy the Union with the thoroughness of their reports. (ABC Rural, 19 December 2017)

· Australian wheat exports to Indonesia have consistently averaged $1.3 billion a year making it Australia's largest wheat export market.  Indonesia will soon be the largest wheat importer in the world taking over from Egypt.  However, competition for sales to Indonesia from Russia is very strong and in NSW the climate was much hotter and drier than average so a lot of the crops in the central west of NSW failed. (ABC Rural, 5 December 2017)  Parkes had its lowest ever rainfall on record this winter and during July, rainfall was below average across 71 per cent of the state and September was the driest on record. (ABC Rural, 22 September 2017 and 18 October 2017)

· Whitehaven Coal will continue expansion of its mines, in particular the Maules Creek mine.  Plans have been announced to expand the Narrabri mine by up to a third.  The company’s other mines are Canyon (15 km east of Boggabri), Rocglen (28 km north of Gunnedah), Sunnyside (15 km west of Gunnedah), Tarrawonga (16 km east of Boggabri), Vickery (25 km north of Gunnedah) and Werris Creek.  A development application for the Vickery expansion project is expected to be lodged with the NSW Department of Planning and Environment in the March quarter of 2018. (www.whitehavennews.com.au and Australian Financial Review, 26 October 2017)

Far West Orana

· Perilya has been given the green light from the NSW Government to open the North Mine (silver, lead and zinc) which has been dormant for almost a decade.  Around 140 new jobs will be created to reach deeper deposits at the mine in Broken Hill, with ore production envisaged from early in 2018.  The operating plan extends to 2032.  Two years ago the company announced the loss of 100 jobs at its Southern Operations mine. (ABC Broken Hill, 2 January 2018)

· Construction of the new community health centre at Broken Hill has commenced, with 32 modules made in Toowoomba having been transported to the site.  Over the next few months all the services connections and internal finishes will be carried out ahead of handover to the Local Health District later in the year.  The centre will include a five-chair dental health facility, child, family and community health services and a new Local Health District administrative centre. (www.hinfra.health.nsw.gov.au/newsroom, 18 January 2018)

· First Solar’s plans for a 174 megawatt solar farm and associated infrastructure at Wellington (Goolma Road, Wuuluman) were put on public display on 14 December 2017.  The project would create a peak of around 200 construction jobs as well as indirect supply chain jobs.  During the operation and maintenance phase it would employ approximately one to three full- time staff. (www.majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au, including the project environmental impact statement)

· The delivery of 65 metre long turbine blades to Silverton in the Barrier Range has commenced as part of AGL’s $460 million, 58-turbine, wind farm which is scheduled to be completed in 2018.  The project has required a new transmission line and substation to be constructed to cope with the additional power being sent into Broken Hill. (ABC Broken Hill, 7 December 2018)

· Moorambilla Solar Pty Ltd has received approval to build a $8.0 million, 5 megawatt single tilt solar farm with approximately 16,128 modules.  It will generate approximately 10 Gigawatt hours (GWh) of clean energy per year and be located near Coonamble along the Castlereagh Highway. (Western Joint Regional Planning Panel, 6 December 2017) 

· On 4 December 2017, the spectacle frame maker Clive & Wally Pty Ltd at Dubbo entered liquidation.  The liquidators intend to undertake a marketed sale of the business, with a number of interested parties already identified.  The company has minimal debt other than amounts owed to the ownership group. (www.cliveandwally.com.au)

· The $60 million small livestock abattoir at Bourke, which is being built by Capra Developments, has led to the creation of 25 jobs in the construction phase and is expected to involve almost 200 full-time jobs when fully operational.  The abattoir will service Australia’s growing rangeland goat industry and facilitate more opportunities for exports.  
(www.blog.jpabusiness.com.au/blog/james-featured-on-abc-landline-program, 24 November 2017)

· The goat meat industry is worth around $200 million and is driven largely by international demand.  In 2016, 66 per cent of the processed Australian goat meat was exported to the United States. (ABC landline, 18 November 2019. Program featured mustering of feral goats 200 km north of Broken Hill).

· Construction of the $500 million, 270 km, water supply line from Wentworth to Broken Hill has been awarded to John Holland and is set for completion by the end of 2018.  The company and water infrastructure operator Trility will run the pipeline under a 20-year contract. (www.farmonline.com.au, 23 October 2017)

· The NSW Government has announced a $13 million rollout of air conditioning and solar panels to 970 Aboriginal Housing Office properties in some of the hottest parts of the state including Bourke, Brewarrina, Moree, Hay and Broken Hill.  The expansion of solar comes after a successful pilot in Dubbo where 151 homes were fitted with panels. (ABC Western Plains, 20 October 2018)

· Prospects for dryland summer cropping across much of the north-west improved when 25–100mm of rainfall was received in early October. (ABC Rural, 18 October 2017)

· October 20 was the last day for employers to respond to Regional Development Australia Orana’s employee survey for its Unravelling the Skills of the Future for the Orana Region project.  Through the survey the RDA will assess barriers, address labour issues and look at the skills of business owners. (RDA Orana, 13 October 2017)  

· An independent feasibility study released on 28 July 2017 identified Carpentaria Resources Hawsons Iron Project near Broken Hill as being capable of producing the world’s highest-grade iron products, with demand from steelmakers for higher grades rising. (www.carpentariares.com.au)

· Unusually dry conditions in New South Wales were reported in September to be forcing graziers from areas as far away as Menindee, Wilcannia and Broken Hill to seek agistment of livestock in north-western Victoria. (ABC Victorian Country Hour, 26 September 2017)

· A new initiative in Broken Hill called 'Connections' will assist people who have experience of mental illness socialise and support others struggling with mental health problems. (ABC PM, 14 August 2017)

Central West NSW

· On 6 December the NSW Government announced its first large-scale renewable energy deal.  This is with Neoen Australia and will use power from a new Dubbo Solar Hub. (Australian Financial Review, 18 December 2017)

· Bathurst Regional Council has received approval for demolition work and creation of a 153-lot residential subdivision at 197 Limekilns Road in Kelso at an estimated cost of $8.0 million. (Western Joint Regional Planning Panel, 14 December 2017)

· Applications closed on 8 December 2017 for entry in March 2018 to the new Cultiv8 global agriculture and food technology business accelerator based in Orange.  Over eight months it will help participants prototype, scale and commercialise their products.  Cultvi8 will be located within the NSW Department of Primary Industry’s offices.  The program’s benefits include exposure to mentors through Asia’s largest Accelerator group, access to DPI’s research labs and to 25 research stations across different climate zones, engagement with venture capitalists and angel investors, legal advice from Minter Ellison, KPMG advisory workshops and access to space and resources.  Also, potential to access up to $100,000 for an agreed equity stake. (www.sparklabscultiv8.com)

· Pacific National has unveiled plans for a $50 million freight terminal at Parkes where two national rail lines join.  It would form part of the National Logistics Hub on the western edge of Parkes which is already has a number of freight firms.  The terminal will be built alongside a new proposed six kilometre section of rail connecting the Inland Rail route with the Broken Hill line. (ABC Central West, 4 October 2017)  Parkes already has two major freight terminals. (ABC Regional Radio, 11 December 2017)

· The NSW Planning Assessment Commission has approved construction of First Solar’s 88 megawatt Beryl Solar Farm at Gulgong with several requirements relating to visual amenity and noise.  It will have 950,000 solar panels.  First Solar estimates that a capital investment of $171 million is involved, with 150 construction jobs and three ongoing jobs.  The project includes possible upgrades in the future to allow for new technology (and potentially higher capacity) but the overall project footprint is fixed at 225 hectares. (www.pac.nsw.gov.au/resources/pac, 5 December 2017)

· The NSW Department of Planning has approved modified plans for a 104-bed, $54 million private hospital and medical precinct in Orange which would provide 150 ongoing jobs and be jointly built by Zauner Construction and James Richmark.  It would be opposite the Orange Health Service.  The local Council hopes to receive a development application soon. (ABC Central West, 29 November, 2017) 

· Southern Rural Holdings has secured approval for a $26.5 million community title seniors independent living development with 100 detached two bedroom residences and community building at Yarrabilly Drive and Pack Street in Cowra. (Western Joint Regional Planning Panel, 28 November 2017)

· Vast Solar’s plans for the 50-megawatt photovoltaic cell solar farm at Jemalong (west of Forbes) have been on public display.  The company previously proposed a solar thermal plant at the site and the development application for that plant will be amended to cover an adjacent site. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News, 21 November 2017)

· Mission Australia’s 60-bed Benjamin Short Grove aged care facility near Orange has opened. (ABC Central West, 20 November 2017)

· Newcrest’s Cadia mine should be running at full capacity by the end of March 2018 following the disruption caused by a seismic event in April 2017.  Due to sharp rises in electricity costs the company is examining the potential for establishing its own power solutions. (Australian Financial Review, 15 November 2017)

· Central West Farming Systems Inc. will receive $67,500 from the Australian Government to assist with a skills and knowledge audit of farmers in the grain and livestock sectors in Central West NSW designed to direct priorities and inform a marketing project.  Under the same program Forbes Shire Council will receive $70,000 to cover half the cost of the development of an agriculture strategic plan to support existing, and encourage new, agricultural products and industries. (www.business.gov.au/Assistance/Building-Better-Regions-Fund, 22 September 2017)

· Forbesamatta Pty Ltd has gained approval for a $5.4 million staged development of a highway service centre including a service station, convenience store and restaurant at 22-40 Newell Highway in Forbes.  This is stage 3 of an approved three stage development.  An application for Stage 2 has not yet been lodged.  Stage 1 approval was for a Bunnings store and a Spotlight store. (Western Joint Regional Planning Panel, 22 September 2017)

·  Orange is the NSW trial site for the Australian Government's $110 million Career Transition Assistance Program that will consist of skills assessments, exploration of suitable occupations, research of local labour markets, tailoring job applications and résumés, developing a Career Pathway Plan and learning resilience strategies.  It will also incorporate core digital literacy development where appropriate. (www.jobs.gov.au/career-transition-assistance)

· Stage 1 of Catholic Care’s  Jemalong Residential Village in Forbes is scheduled for completion in mid-2018.  The overall project will include a 36-room extension to the existing residential aged care service, a dementia specific space, chapel and a new retirement living village consisting of 20 units. (www.agedcareonline.com.au, 10 April 2017)  

New England North West

· At the University of New England, the vacant Robb College accommodation blocks are being demolished.  This work is expected to finish in spring 2018.  An architectural design team is likely to be appointed by late February for the new Robb College Residential Court as well as a new 300-bed accommodation block.  The redevelopment is part of a larger project to modernise UNE’s residential colleges. (https://blog.une.edu.au/news, 30 January 2018)

·  India has introduced a new 30 per cent tariff on imported chickpeas and lentils.  Chickpeas are a major crop around Narrabri and Moree and Australian exports of both crops had increased substantially in recent years. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 27 and 29 December 2017) 

· Santos announced on 10 November 2017 that the Narrabri (coal seam) Gas Project will join is core asset portfolio and may commence in early 2020.  The company claims that the project would create approximately 1300 jobs during the initial construction phase and around 200 ongoing jobs, many of which will be locally based. (narrabrigasproject.com.au)

· In September 2018 Tenterfield will for the first time hold a Peter Allan festival. (ABC North Coast, 14 December 2017)

· The CEO of the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority, whose office is scheduled to fully transfer from Canberra to Armidale by mid-2019, has indicated that by the end of January the interim office will have at least 15 staff.  Work is underway to increase the capacity of that office to around 35 staff.  The agency has scheduled to have up to 150 employees working from Armidale in 2019. (ABC Rural, 28 November 2017 and The Canberra Times, 22 December 2017)

· In May 2017 an Australia Army of 200 commenced a six-month project at Toomelah involving about $7 million worth of major construction and infrastructure work as part of the 2017 Army Aboriginal Assistance Program (AACAP).  Residents were offered training courses in hospitality, business and construction.  In 2018 Boggabilla TAFE, which has operated sporadically in recent years, will open full-time offering courses in Aboriginal languages, fitness, business administration, early childhood and fashion. (ABC New England, 20 November 2017)

· Glen Innes has become a renewable energy centre with hundreds of millions of dollars being invested in wind and solar farms.  For up to 30 landowners, having turbines on their land is an opportunity to "drought-proof" their income.  In October the concrete was poured to erect 75, 200-metre-high, turbines as part of the Sapphire Wind Farm development and Goldwind had just completed phase one of its White Rock Wind Farm near Glenn Innes.  The Sapphire Wind Farm will be Australia’s largest when completed in mid-2018. (ABC News, 19 October 2017 and www.sapphirewindfarm.com.au)

· Armidale Council will receive $75,000 from the Australian Government to assist it create a strategic plan for the regional airport to maximise economic growth and development in the region.  Under the same program the Council will also receive $108,000 towards the cost of developing a regional strategic plan. (www.business.gov.au/Assistance/Building-Better-Regions-Fund, 22 September 2017)

Murray Riverina

· The NSW Government has approved the 170 megawatt Finley Solar Project which will include half a million solar panels. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 7 February 2018)

· The feasibility study of a pumped hydro expansion of the Snowy Hydro scheme indicates that it is technically feasible, has an expected cost of $3.8 to $4.5 billion and would create 350,000 megawatt hours of storage.  Construction would include an underground hydro-electric power station and 27 kilometres of tunnels connecting two existing reservoirs.  Snowy Hydro will undertake further work including additional geotechnical drilling, project tenders, finalising funding, and environmental and planning approval processes in preparation for a final investment decision in 2018. (www.arena.gov.au/news, 21 December 2017)

· Grain Link Storage P/L has received approval to build at Murrani (north west of Leeton) two rail sidings off the existing railway line for the loading and unloading of containerised freight as well as an office and hardstand areas for storage and loading operations.  This will cost $9.3 million. (Murray Riverina Regional Planning Assessment Panel, 13 December 2017) 

· Maoneng Australia and Decmil have signed a memorandum of understanding for construction of the Sunraysia solar farm near Balranald, which will be Australia’s largest.  It will be operated remotely from Sydney, as is the case with Maoneng’s other solar farms. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 6 December 2017)

· Whitton Voyager Craft Malt is receiving NSW Government funding to expand their malting business in the Riverina creating 10 new full-time jobs for the region.  Agriculture is a $700 million industry in the Riverina. (www.industry.nsw.gov.au/media, 29 November 2017)

· The $11 million upgrade of the Riverina Highway east of Albury was completed and opened for traffic in time for the Christmas 2017 holiday period.  During construction the project employed 75 people. (NSW Roads and Maritime Services Ministerial Media Release, 25 November 2017)

· RES Australia’s plans for two large-scale solar farms near Deniliquin have been on public display.  The projects are the 90 megawatt Tarleigh Solar Farm in Blighty and the 195 megawatt Currawarra Solar Farm northeast of Deniliquin.  Both projects also include lithium-ion battery energy storage. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News, 21 November 2017)

· Construction of the new $32 million, two-storey, Tumbarumba Multipurpose Service (MPS) health and community services site has commenced.  It will include a new acute inpatient wing, refurbishment of the existing residential aged care building, a new residential aged care wing, expanded Emergency Department and a new and expanded community health area. (www.hinfra.health.nsw.gov.au/newsroom/news, 10 November 2017)

· Photon 	Energy Engineering Australia Pty Ltd has received approval for the installation of a 25.8 megawatt solar farm using 82,000-102,000 fixed-tilted photovoltaic panels (each approximately 2m x 1m) at 176 Fivebough Road near Leeton at a cost of 	$24.0 million.
       (Murray Riverina Regional Planning Assessment Panel, 4 October 2017) 

· Snowy Valley Council will receive $45,000 from the Australian Government to cover half the cost of developing an economic development masterplan through engagement with business and the wider community.  This will establish a five year strategy with emphasis on supporting new industries and building regional social identity. (www.business.gov.au/Assistance/Building-Better-Regions-Fund, 22 September 2017)

· Overland Sun Farming’s proposed 250 megawatt Limondale Solar Farm just south of Balranald was approved in September and will be next to the Sunraysia Solar Farm (see above).  The company estimates that there will be a peak of 200 construction jobs plus five ongoing jobs.  It is required to work with Balranald Shire Council to maximise the employment of local workers and use of local accommodation, and to develop a strategy to manage the accommodation of the construction workforce. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au – news, 7 September 2017 and the planning application)

· Blueprint Planning has received approval to establish an organic waste management and composting facility at Howlong (142 Howlong-Goombargana Road) with the estimated cost being $8.5 million. (Murray Riverina Regional Planning Assessment Panel, 29 August 2017)

· Amelie Housing (St Vincent de Paul) has gained approval for construction of 38 affordable housing units and a community centre at 401-407 Olive Street and 18-22 Richs Lane in South Albury at a cost of $8.8 million. (Murray Riverina Regional Planning Assessment Panel, 25 July 2017)

North Coast

· The Pacific Highway upgrade is the largest regional road infrastructure project in Australia.  It will provide a four lane divided road from Hexham to Queensland, with completion due in 2020.  Funding is by the Australian and NSW governments on an 80:20 basis.  Currently 528 kilometres, or about 80 per cent of the final highway length, are now four lane divided road.  The remainder is under construction or being prepared for major work.  Around 3000 workers are on site.

Contracts totalling almost $3 billion have been awarded on the 155 kilometre Woolgoolga to Ballina upgrade.  The names of all firms awarded contracts for the upgrade by The Pacific Complete consortium - comprising RMS, Laing O'Rourke and Parsons Brinckerhoff - can be found at: www.pacificcomplete.com.au/Procurement/Contracts.  They include Seymour Whyte Ostwald JV (Section 3), BGC Contracting (Section 4), BMD Construction (Section 6), CPB Contractors (Sections 7 to 9) and Lendlease Engineering Pty Ltd (Section 10).

Around one third of the Woolgoolga to Ballina upgrade has been completed.  Work is underway on 35 kilometres of new highway between Devils Pulpit and the Richmond River that will entail over 400 jobs. (NSW Roads and Maritime Services website, downloaded 6 February, 2018)

· Projects for which the Australian Government is contributing funding through Regional Jobs and Investment Packages include:
· Stage 1 of the $13 million Northern Rivers Rail Trail (converting 24 kilometres of disused rail corridor between Murwillumbah and Crabbes Creek for cycling and walking).
· Whiddon Group’s 23-bed expansion of its Kyogle aged care facility.
· Stage 1 of Solaris Nutraceuticals Pty Ltd’s $6.3 million cannabis cultivation, production and manufacturing facility at Ballina.
· Kyogle Council’s upgrading of transport infrastructure in the Culmaran Creek Valley.
· Adaptapack’s construction of a purpose-built $3.1 million packaging machinery manufacturing facility at Alstonville.
· Ballina Council’s construction of a $1.8 million shared pathway from Skennars Head to Lennox Head.
(www.business.gov.au/Assistance/Regional-Jobs-and-Investment-Packages, 2 February 2018 and www.northernriversrailtrail.org.au)

· Billinudgel Property Pty Ltd has lodged a State Significant Development application to allow permanent use of North Byron Parklands Cultural Events site for events.  The site would be the permanent home of the Splendour in the Grass (winter) and the Falls (summer) festivals.  Current attendance at Splendour in the Grass is around 35,000 a year but, subject to conditions, this could increase to 50,000.  Other proposed events during each year include three music or cultural events with up to 25,000 patrons a day and five small community days for up to 5000 patrons a day.  Upgrades to the site worth $42 million are proposed including a conference centre, a permanent bar and terracing of the main amphitheatre. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News, 15 December 2017)

· A solar powered train is a new tourist attraction at Bryon Bay. (ABC North Coast, 17 December 2017)

· More than 1800 participants will make their way to Lismore for the Men’s Masters Australian Championships to be held from 21 September to 6 October 2018.  Some matches will be played in Ballina. (Destination NSW media release, 13 December 2017)

· Macadamia, stonefruit, passionfruit, avocado, blueberry, wheat, chickpea and vegetable crops, from Urbenville in the Tenterfield Shire to the coastal Ballina Shire, were destroyed by severe weather on November 5. (ABC Rural, 27 November 2017)

Mid North Coast 

· Projects for which the Australian Government is contributing funding through Regional Jobs and Investment Packages include:
· Construction of a $4 million transport terminal at Cundletown (north east of Taree) by Jph1 Pty Ltd.
· Construction of a 600 sqm hothouse to increase production at Intellectual Vision’s Synchronicity Farm at Nana Glen (north west of Coffs Harbour).
· Stonelake’s establishment of a $0.7 million advanced manufacturing facility in Coffs Harbour related to building and façade systems.
· Oz Group’s $2.1 million program to become competitive in exporting blueberries to overseas markets from North Boambee (near Coffs Harbour).
· Croker Oar’s creation of an advanced composite manufacturing facility at Oxley Island (north east of Taree).
· Bamboo product’s upgrading of its factory at Taree including removal of asbestos.
· Faircloth and Reynold’s $4.1 million construction of a duct manufacturing plant at Coffs Harbour and upgrading of existing buildings.
· Stebercraft’s upgrading of its fibreglass reinforced plastics and engineering factory at Taree.

(www.business.gov.au/Assistance/Regional-Jobs-and-Investment-Packages, 2 February 2018 and www.northernriversrailtrail.org.au)

· Construction of the expanded $17.5 million Mental Health Unit at Port Macquarie by A W Edwards has started. (www.hinfra.health.nsw.gov.au/newsroom, 19 December 2017)

· The new Macksville hospital will be built on a greenfield site three km north of the town centre with early works to begin in mid-2018. (www.hinfra.health.nsw.gov.au/newsroom, 14 December 2017)

· Coffs Harbour will host two major international women’s golf events in 2018.  The Australian Ladies Classic will be played at Bonville Golf Resort from 2018 until 2022. Coffs Harbour will also host the Women’s NSW Open in 2018. (Destination NSW media release, 11 December 2017)

· The Australian International Aviation College is being used to train pilots for China’s Hainan Airlines and is seeking to have a new training runway installed at Kempsey airport to increase its flights from the airport from 2868 per year to 28,687.  The local Council estimates that each of the expected 200 students would spend $42,000 per year and generate 0.29 full-time jobs outside the airport. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 7 December 2019)

· Construction is underway of a building that will enable enhanced cancer treatment and renal dialysis at Manning Hospital and forms stage 1 of the redevelopment of the hospital.  The 
building is expected to be completed in late 2018. 
(www.hinfra.health.nsw.gov.au/newsroom, 9 November 2017)

· The Nabiac saleyard has been saved from closure following an agreement between the local council and Gooch Agencies, with ratepayers meeting some of the costs to improve the facility.  A farmer’s market is held in conjunction with the monthly cattle sales. (ABC, NSW Country Hour, 31 October 2017)

· The NSW Government has announced a feasibility study into the building of a cruise ship terminal at Coffs Harbour or Yamba, though having ships arrive may be a decade away.  The harbour at Coffs Harbour is prone to siltation, so passengers would at least initially probably have to be tendered ashore. (ABC Coffs Coast, 24 October 2017) 

· A response plan for an all-government approach in addressing the complex issues that are affecting the Bowraville community is the final step in the NSW Government’s Bowraville Solution Brokerage. This joint approach will allow NSW Government departments, agencies and non-government organisations to work together and collaborate with the Bowraville community reference group, called Jaanymili Bawrunga.  In preparing the plan, the approach has been for the community to determine how services, projects and programs should be delivered, and the method for measuring community outcomes. (www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News, 20 October, 2017)

· Nambucca Shire Council will receive $19,200 in funding for a project to provide access for local organic farmers to regional agribusiness and natural resource management experts and peer to peer learning.  Under the same program Port Macquarie Hastings Council will receive $25,600 to cover half the cost of a skills audit to identify current strengths and future skills gaps within Port Macquarie, Wauchope and Laurieton. (www.business.gov.au/Assistance/Building-Better-Regions-Fund, 22 September 2017)

· Detailed design work is underway for the Coffs Harbour Bypass along with associated property acquisitions. (ABC Mid North Coast, 18 September 2017) 



********************************************************
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lhousing.
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~ Pars Holdings Pty Ltd: Mixed use development - ground and mezzanine level commercial units with 92
25-Jan-18 $27.2m |Wollongong residential apartments above. 38 Atchison Street
Astypalea Investments Pty Ltd: Shop top housing development consisting of 205 residential units, six
16-Nov-17 $83.5m  (Wollongong commercial premises, two business premises, one medical centre and a total of 383 basement car
parking spaces. 40-46 Kenny Street
Master Plan and stage 1 approval for a 4 stage project that will include a 22 bed dementia unit
11-Sep-17 $25.0m |Burradoo (Stage 1), a 72 bed residential aged care facility (Stage 2), 72 bed assisted living centre (Stage 3)

and 32 independent living units and a childcare centre (Stage 4). 2 Charlotte Street (Southern
Highlands)

'SELECTED MODIFICATIO

N (Value shown

is for total project not the modification.)

29-Nov-17

$24.4m

Shellharbour

The Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust (NSW): The number of self-contained units has been
modified from 66 to 78 via changes to internal floor layouts. 23 Wallaroo Drive (To the east of the site
is the Elanora aged care facility, to the west a self-contained senior living complex. Further west
includes a vacant lot which is currently being developed with approval for 157 apartments and four
commercial tenancies.)
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12-Jan-18

$143m

Googong

Googong Township Pty Limited: Subdivision of Neighbourhood 2 of the township including: 941
residential lots, 172 residue lots for future town centre, school, residential development, sales and
information centre, community centre, open space and ancillary infrastructure and local services.
South Queanbeyan

19-Dec-17

$10.1m

Goulburn

Goulburn Mulwaree Council: Entertainment facility (performing arts centre) and food and drink
premises, including partial demolition of existing building, alterations & additions, and adaptive reuse
of heritage building. 163 Auburn Street

18-Aug-17

$5.0m

Goulburn

Department of Education: Application is for demolition of two existing single-storey classrooms and
construction of a three-storey Distance Education Centre on the grounds of Queanbeyan High School.
42 Surveyor Street
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