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ABS LABOUR FORCE SURVEY
NSW RESULTS FOR JANUARY 2020

Key Figures (Trend series)

	
	NSW
	Australia

	Indicator
	Jan 2020
	Change from previous month
	Jan 2020
	Change from previous month

	Employment (‘000)
	4,141.5
	0.1%
	12,996.7
	0.2%

	Unemployment (‘000)
	197.1
	-0.6%
	709.6
	0.1%

	Unemployment rate (%)
	4.5
	-0.1 of a % point
	5.2
	unchanged

	Participation rate (%)
	65.4
	unchanged
	66.0
	unchanged
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Trend (smoothed seasonally adjusted) figures

The ABS trend estimates suggest employment in NSW rose by 65,300 or 1.6 per cent over the year to January.  Employment growth slowed over the second half of the year with the average monthly increase in employment falling to 1000 from 9900 in the first half of the year.  However, employment rose by 7700 in the two months to January after being almost flat over the previous four months.  Employment growth for Australia over the year to January was 2.0 per cent.

Full-time employment rose by 5700 in January and was 70,600 or 2.5 per cent higher than in the same month in 2019.  Part-time employment declined by 13,300 in the eight months to January and was 5300 or 0.4 per cent lower than a year earlier.

The estimate of total hours worked in NSW in January was 1.9 per cent higher than in January 2019.  The estimated proportion of the population aged 15 years or over in employment fell from its equal record high of 62.8 per cent in July 2019 to 62.4 per cent in January.  The proportion was 62.3 per cent in January 2019.

The NSW unemployment estimate fell by 1900 in the two months to January to 197,100.  However, unemployment was 15,300 or 8.4 per cent higher than in January 2019.  The unemployment rate estimate in NSW fell from 4.6 per cent in December to 4.5 per cent in January.  This was a little higher than the rate of 4.3 per cent in January 2019, which was the equal lowest rate since the monthly labour force series began in February 1978.  The average NSW unemployment rate over the past decade was 5.2 per cent.

The NSW labour force participation rate estimate in January was unchanged from December at 65.4 per cent.  This was below the equal record high of 65.8 per cent in July 2019 but above the rate of 65.1 per cent in January 2019.  The female participation rate rose to a record high of 60.5 per cent in January from 60.4 per cent in December and 60.1 per cent a year earlier.  The male participation rate fell to 70.5 per cent in January from 71.4 per cent in July 2019 but was higher than a year earlier (70.3 per cent).  The highest male participation rate (since the monthly series began) was 78.7 per cent in February 1978.

Table 1 includes some (unsmoothed) seasonally adjusted data.  Such estimates are more volatile than trend data.


Regional labour market data (12 month averages)

The latest ABS regional labour force data is for December with the January data to be released on Thursday 27 February.

Unlike the trend estimates cited above, the regional estimates in Table 2 are 12-month averages and consequently changes in underlying movements appear with a six-month lag.  For example, the trend figures are showing lower employment growth for NSW than is apparent in this data.  Please also note that regional estimates, especially for the smaller regions, can be imprecise and movements may be exaggerated despite the use of 12-month averages.

Employment rose by 2.5 per cent in Sydney and by 3.8 per cent in the balance of NSW over the year to December.  The level of unemployment rose by 3.7 per cent in Sydney and fell by 13.2 per cent in the balance of NSW while the rise in the labour force participation rate was lower in Sydney (0.5 of a percentage point) than in the balance of NSW (1.1 percentage points).

Over the year to December, the unemployment rate in Sydney was unchanged at 4.3 per cent, with the estimated rate falling in nine of the 15 regions within Sydney.  In the balance of NSW, the unemployment rate fell over the year from 5.6 per cent to 4.7 per cent, with the estimated rate falling in ten of the 13 regions within the balance of NSW.  Six non-Sydney regions had an average unemployment rate that was lower than the NSW rate of 4.5 per cent (one region had the same rate).

Estimated unemployment rates for NSW regions ranged from 2.0 per cent (Sydney Inner West) to 8.5 per cent (Southern Highlands and Shoalhaven).  The regions within Sydney with the highest unemployment rates included Parramatta (6.5 per cent) and South West (6.1 per cent).  Labour force participation rates (the proportions of people aged 15 and over who were either employed or unemployed) ranged from 47.7 per cent (Mid North Coast) to 72.6 per cent (Sydney City and Inner South).
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____________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact: Richard Smith  02 9246 0679
NSW Labour Economics Office, Department of Education, Skills and Employment
Email: LEONSW@employment.gov.au	
	____________________________________________________________________________________________
NSW Labour Economics Office, Department of Education, Skills and Employment
Table 2     Regional Labour Force Data (SA4 Geography)   Year to December 2019
Original (non-seasonally adjusted) figures averaged over twelve months.  Minor inconsistencies may be evident due to rounding of estimates.
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Source:  ABS Labour Force Survey.  Data refers to residents.  TAKE CARE: Data for small regions can be very imprecise and movements may be exaggerated.
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Table 1

LABOUR FORCE STATISTICS for January 2020

                              Trend (smoothed seasonally adjusted)*     Seasonally Adjusted

Jan-20 Month Year Jan-20 Monthly change

NSW (000s) % (000s) % (000s) %

Persons

Employed (000s) 4141.5 4.6 0.1 65.3 1.6 4142.3 -1.5 0.0

 -- Full-time 2896.5 5.7 0.2 70.6 2.5 2901.3 10.7 0.4

 -- Part-time 1245.0 -1.0 -0.1 -5.3 -0.4 1241.0 -12.1 -1.0

Unemployed (000s) 197.1 -1.2 -0.6 15.3 8.4 195.1 -0.9 -0.5

Unemployment rate (%) 4.5 -0.1% points 0.2% points 4.5 0.0% points

Participation rate (%) 65.4 0.0% points 0.3% points 65.4 -0.1% points

December figures for:  

  LTU (000s)** 39.9 0.5 1.3 -10.4 -20.7

  LTU share of Une. (%)      20.7 0.2% points -4.7% points

  15-19 yrs Une. rate (%) 15.4 0.0% points 0.3% points

  20-24 yrs Une. rate (%) 7.1 0.0% points -0.4% points

     Males

     Employed (000s) 2192.1 -1.9 -0.1 31.0 1.4

      -- Full-time 1778.1 -0.5 0.0 25.8 1.5

      -- Part-time 414.0 -1.4 -0.3 5.2 1.3

     Unemployed (000s) 108.3 -0.1 -0.1 10.7 11.0

     Unemployment rate (%) 4.7 0.0% points 0.4% points

     Participation rate (%) 70.5 -0.1% points 0.2% points

     Females

     Employed (000s) 1949.4 6.6 0.3 34.3 1.8

      -- Full-time 1118.4 6.1 0.6 44.8 4.2

      -- Part-time 831.0 0.4 0.1 -10.5 -1.2

     Unemployed (000s) 88.9 -1.2 -1.3 4.5 5.4

     Unemployment rate (%) 4.4 -0.1% points 0.1% points

     Participation rate (%) 60.5 0.1% points 0.4% points

ACT

Persons

Employed (000s) 234.7 0.1 0.0 8.0 3.6

 -- Full-time 168.2 0.7 0.4 5.3 3.2

 -- Part-time 66.5 -0.6 -0.9 2.8 4.4

Unemployed (000s) 7.3 -0.1 -1.0 -1.0 -12.4

Unemployment rate (%) 3.0 0.0% points -0.5% points

Participation rate (%) 70.6 -0.1% points 1.1% points

AUSTRALIA

Persons

Employed (000s) 12996.7 20.0 0.2 257.4 2.0 12995.4 13.5 0.1

 -- Full-time 8879.3 14.6 0.2 146.1 1.7 8882.2 46.2 0.5

 -- Part-time 4117.3 5.4 0.1 111.2 2.8 4113.3 -32.7 -0.8

Unemployed (000s) 709.6 0.6 0.1 34.4 5.1 725.9 31.0 4.5

Unemployment rate (%) 5.2 0.0% points 0.1% points 5.3 0.2% points

 -- 15-24 yrs Une. rate (%) 11.9 0.1% points 0.5% points 12.1 0.5% points

Participation rate (%) 66.0 0.0% points 0.4% points 66.1 0.1% points

Due to the volatility of the seasonally adjusted series, only major variables are included here.

*    The LTU and youth unemployment figures are 12 month averages of original data.

**  Persons continuously unemployed for at least 52 weeks.

Minor inconsistencies may be evident due to rounding of estimates.

Change from previous
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       EMPLOYMENT (000s)  UNEMPLOYMENT (000s)  UE RATE PARTICIPATION

REGION Previous Current Previous Current Previous Current Previous Current Current

Year Year Change Year Year Change Year Year Year Year Year

NSW 4,009.9 4,127.7 117.8 198.1 192.6 -5.5 4.7% 4.5% 64.9% 65.6% 10.1%

SYDNEY 2,733.7 2,803.2 69.5 122.7 127.2 4.5 4.3% 4.3% 67.2% 67.7% 9.7%

Baulkham Hills and Hawkesbury 142.0 137.5 -4.5 4.4 3.9 -0.5 3.0% 2.8% 75.2% 71.3% 4.4%

Blacktown 188.6 197.2 8.5 9.7 11.5 1.8 4.9% 5.5% 69.5% 71.4% 14.3%

Central Coast 167.8 158.5 -9.3 10.2 8.6 -1.6 5.7% 5.1% 64.2% 59.8% 9.4%

City and Inner South 233.2 233.4 0.2 8.3 7.7 -0.6 3.4% 3.2% 74.7% 72.6% 6.8%

Eastern Suburbs 170.6 172.3 1.7 5.6 5.4 -0.2 3.2% 3.0% 70.9% 70.7% 8.4%

Inner South West 293.2 305.2 12.1 16.1 15.6 -0.5 5.2% 4.9% 61.2% 62.5% 9.9%

Inner West 182.4 188.5 6.1 7.5 3.9 -3.6 3.9% 2.0% 70.6% 70.5% 4.0%

North Sydney and Hornsby 241.8 245.9 4.0 8.3 8.8 0.6 3.3% 3.5% 70.3% 70.7% 9.3%

Northern Beaches 150.8 146.1 -4.7 4.1 5.8 1.7 2.6% 3.8% 70.9% 68.8% 9.4%

Outer South West 140.3 151.0 10.7 6.2 8.1 1.9 4.2% 5.1% 66.6% 70.4% 13.6%

Outer West and Blue Mountains 165.1 168.9 3.7 5.4 8.7 3.3 3.2% 4.9% 66.5% 68.2% 10.0%

Parramatta 231.9 247.9 16.0 16.3 17.1 0.9 6.6% 6.5% 62.7% 65.4% 12.1%

Ryde 110.7 114.4 3.6 4.4 5.2 0.8 3.8% 4.4% 69.6% 70.5% 6.2%

South West 194.4 208.2 13.9 13.2 13.6 0.4 6.4% 6.1% 59.3% 61.8% 14.5%

Sutherland 120.8 128.3 7.5 3.2 3.1 -0.1 2.5% 2.3% 67.2% 70.6% 4.5%

107.8 116.9 9.1 107.8 116.9 10781.9% 11688.3% 10781.9% 11688.3% 11.0%

BALANCE OF NSW 1,276.2 1,324.5 48.3 75.4 65.4 -10.0 5.6% 4.7% 60.5% 61.6% 11.0%

0.0

Capital Region 107.8 116.9 9.1 6.0 4.5 -1.5 5.3% 3.7% 61.4% 64.9% 12.6%

Central West 102.6 107.3 4.7 6.4 3.6 -2.8 5.9% 3.2% 64.2% 64.9% 8.6%

Coffs Harbour - Grafton 60.1 58.3 -1.8 6.0 3.4 -2.6 9.0% 5.5% 57.1% 52.9% 11.8%

Far West and Orana 58.4 52.6 -5.8 1.8 1.7 -0.2 3.0% 3.1% 64.8% 58.2% 6.3%

Hunter Valley excl Newcastle 135.3 137.6 2.3 8.3 7.1 -1.2 5.8% 4.9% 65.7% 65.1% 10.3%

Illawarra 146.0 151.1 5.2 7.4 8.8 1.3 4.8% 5.5% 60.5% 62.2% 12.9%

Mid North Coast 90.6 82.9 -7.6 4.6 5.4 0.7 4.9% 6.1% 51.9% 47.7% 13.6%

Murray 53.8 62.5 8.7 4.4 3.2 -1.2 7.5% 4.8% 59.9% 66.9% 7.2%

New England and North West 81.8 93.7 11.9 5.9 4.2 -1.7 6.7% 4.3% 58.7% 65.4% 8.8%

Newcastle and Lake Macquarie 185.3 200.5 15.2 10.8 9.4 -1.4 5.5% 4.5% 64.0% 67.9% 10.6%

Richmond - Tweed 116.2 118.1 1.8 5.8 5.3 -0.6 4.8% 4.3% 59.0% 59.0% 9.9%

Riverina 80.9 84.8 4.0 4.4 3.6 -0.8 5.2% 4.1% 67.0% 69.0% 7.2%

Southern Highlands and Shoalhaven 57.4 58.1 0.7 3.5 5.4 1.9 5.8% 8.5% 48.1% 49.5% 22.8%

0.0

ACT 228.2 231.3 3.1 8.7 8.2 -0.5 3.7% 3.4% 70.7% 70.4% 8.5%

0.0

0.0

AUSTRALIA 12,583.7 12,875.7 292.0 704.0 701.0 -3.0 5.3% 5.2% 65.6% 66.0% 11.7%

YOUTH (15-24) 

UE RATE
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